Tuesday September 8, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 31
Leader:
Family:

12 I

I trust in you, O LORD.
I say, “You are my God.”
My times are in your hands.
Deliver me from the hand of my enemies and from those who pursue
me.
Let your face shine on your servant.
Save me in your mercy. Amen.

Bible Reading - 1 Timothy 1:12-20

thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me
trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and
a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and
unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I
was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his
immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive
eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory for ever and ever. Amen.
18 Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies
once made about you, so that by recalling them you may fight the battle well, 19 holding
on to faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and so have suﬀered
shipwreck with regard to the faith. 20 Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander,
whom I have handed over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What is the saying that is so trustworthy and true?
For the grownups: Why is the Apostle Paul such a great example of God’s saving
grace?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Amazing grace -- how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see.
Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.
(379:1,3)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Further, Christ teaches: But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. So
he whom it concerns is always to be treated with personally, and not to be spoken of
without his knowledge. But if that do not avail, then bring it publicly before the
community, whether before the civil or the ecclesiastical tribunal. For then you do not
stand alone, but you have those witnesses with you by whom you can convict the
guilty one, relying on whom the judge can pronounce sentence and punish. This is the
right and regular course for checking and reforming a wicked person. But if we gossip
about another in all corners, and stir the filth, no one will be reformed, and afterwards
when we are to stand up and bear witness, we deny having said so. Therefore it would
serve such tongues right if their itch for slander were severely punished, as a warning
to others. If you were acting for your neighbor's reformation or from love of the truth,
you would not sneak about secretly nor shun the day and the light.

