Monday September 7, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 74
Leader:
Family:

12 Now

You, O God, are my king from long ago,
The one who works salvation right here on earth.
The day belongs to you, and the night is also yours.
You set the moon and sun in place.
Do not let the oppressed turn back in disgrace.
Let the poor and needy praise your name. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard
among you, who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the
highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 14 And we
urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the
disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays
back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each other and for
everyone else.
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21 but test
them all; hold on to what is good, 22 reject every kind of evil.
23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your
whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.
25 Brothers and sisters, pray for us. 26 Greet all God’s people with a holy kiss. 27 I
charge you before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers and sisters.
28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What does it mean for your life that God is faithful?
For the grownups: Paul packs these closing paragraphs of his first letter to the
Thessalonians with some powerful “zingers.” Pick out a few of them and keep them in
mind throughout your day.

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry Ev'rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry Ev'rything to God in prayer!
Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged - Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness - Take it to the Lord in prayer.
(411:1,2)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
The same you can learn also from the daily government of the household. For when the
master of the house sees that the servant does not do what he ought, he admonishes
him personally. But if he were so foolish as to let the servant sit at home, and went on
the streets to complain of him to his neighbors, he would no doubt be told: "You fool,
what does that concern us?Why do you not tell it to him?" Behold, that would be
acting quite brotherly, so that the evil would be stayed, and your neighbor would retain
his honor. As Christ also says in the same place: If he hear thee, thou hast gained thy
brother. Then you have done a great and excellent work; for do you think it is a little
matter to gain a brother? Let all monks and holy orders step forth, with all their works
melted together into one mass, and see if they can boast that they have gained a
brother.

