Friday September 4, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 143
Leader:
Family:

Hurry! Answer me, LORD.
My spirit fails.
Let me hear about your mercy in the morning,
For I trust in you.
Teach me the way that I should go,
For I lift up my soul to you. Amen.

Bible Reading - 1 Thessalonians 3:1-13
So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left by ourselves in
Athens. 2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in
spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, 3 so that
no one would be unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that we are destined
for them. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be
persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you well know. 5 For this reason, when I could
stand it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the
tempter had tempted you and that our labors might have been in vain.
6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about
your faith and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and
that you long to see us, just as we also long to see you. 7 Therefore, brothers and
sisters, in all our distress and persecution we were encouraged about you because of
your faith. 8 For now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord. 9 How can we
thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God
because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again
and supply what is lacking in your faith.
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to
come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and
for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that
you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord
Jesus comes with all his holy ones.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: How does God help you with the troubles you face in life?

For the grownups: What, according to Paul, does a caring and concerned pastor want
for his people more than anything else?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
My faith looks up to thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine.
Now hear me while I pray; Take all my guilt away;
Oh, let me from this day Be wholly thine!
While life's dark maze I tread And griefs around me spread,
Be thou my guide.
Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow's tears away,
Nor let me ever stray From thee aside.
(402:1,3)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Thus you see that it is summarily forbidden to speak any evil of our neighbor, however,
the civil government, preachers, father and mother excepted, on the understanding
that this commandment does not allow evil to go unpunished. Now, as according to
the Fifth Commandment no one is to be injured in body, and yet Master Hannes [the
executioner] is excepted, who by virtue of his oﬃce does his neighbor no good, but
only evil and harm, and nevertheless does not sin against God's commandment,
because God has on His own account instituted that oﬃce; for He has reserved
punishment for His own good pleasure, as He threatens in the First Commandment,just so also, although no one has a right in his own person to judge and condemn
anybody, yet if they to whose oﬃce it belongs fail to do it, they sin as well as he who
would do so of his own accord, without such oﬃce. For here necessity requires one to
speak of the evil, to prefer charges, to investigate and testify; and it is not diﬀerent from
the case of a physician who is sometimes compelled to examine and handle the
patient whom he is to cure in secret parts. Just so governments, father and mother,
brothers and sisters, and other good friends, are under obligation to each other to
reprove evil wherever it is needful and profitable.

