Thursday September 3, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 115
Leader:
Family:

Not to us, O LORD, not to us,
But to your name give glory.
Because of your mercy,
Because of your truth.
May the LORD add blessings to you,
To you and to your children. Amen.

Bible Reading - 1 Thessalonians 2:1-20
2 You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results. 2 We had
previously suﬀered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the
help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of strong opposition. 3 For
the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to
trick you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with
the gospel. We are not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts. 5 You
know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our
witness. 6 We were not looking for praise from people, not from you or anyone else,
even though as apostles of Christ we could have asserted our authority. 7 Instead, we
were like young children among you.
Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we
loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God
but our lives as well. 9 Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship;
we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the
gospel of God to you. 10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and
blameless we were among you who believed. 11 For you know that we dealt with each
of you as a father deals with his own children, 12 encouraging, comforting and urging
you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.
13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God,
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the
word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. 14 For you, brothers and
sisters, became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You
suﬀered from your own people the same things those churches suﬀered from the Jews
15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also drove us out. They displease
God and are hostile to everyone 16 in their eﬀort to keep us from speaking to the
Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to the
limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last.
17 But, brothers and sisters, when we were orphaned by being separated from you
for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of our intense longing we made every

eﬀort to see you. 18 For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, did, again and
again—but Satan blocked our way. 19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in
which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you?
20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What main work does God want pastors to be doing?
For the grownups: With what attitude does the Lord want pastors to conduct their
ministries?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Keep pastors faithful, strong, and true,
Not working for themselves but you.
Endow them with the grace they need,
The lambs to serve, the sheep to feed,
The precious flock to lead and guide -The Shepherd thus is glorified.
(548:2)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.*
*Note that the video is for a diﬀerent hymn which shares the same tune.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
False witness, then, is everything which cannot be properly proved. Therefore, what is
not manifest upon suﬃcient evidence no one shall make public or declare for truth;
and, in short, whatever is secret should be allowed to remain secret, or, at any rate,
should be secretly reproved, as we shall hear. Therefore, if you encounter an idle
tongue which betrays and slanders someone, contradict such a one promptly to his
face, that he may blush; thus many a one will hold his tongue who else would bring
some poor man into bad repute, from which he would not easily extricate himself. For
honor and a good name are easily taken away, but not easily restored.

