Wednesday September 2, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 104
Leader:
Family:

8 Now

Bless the LORD, O my soul.
O LORD my God, you are very great.
May the glory of the LORD endure forever.
May the LORD rejoice in his works.
I will sing to the LORD throughout my life.
I will make music to my God as long as I last. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 2 Kings 6:8-23

the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his oﬃcers, he
said, “I will set up my camp in such and such a place.”
9 The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Beware of passing that place,
because the Arameans are going down there.” 10 So the king of Israel checked on the
place indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he
was on his guard in such places.
11 This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his oﬃcers and demanded of
them, “Tell me! Which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?”
12 “None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his oﬃcers, “but Elisha, the prophet
who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom.”
13 “Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered, “so I can send men and capture
him.” The report came back: “He is in Dothan.” 14 Then he sent horses and chariots and
a strong force there. They went by night and surrounded the city.
15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning,
an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall
we do?” the servant asked.
16 “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than
those who are with them.”
17 And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.” Then the Lord
opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots
of fire all around Elisha.
18 As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the Lord, “Strike this army
with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness, as Elisha had asked.
19 Elisha told them, “This is not the road and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will
lead you to the man you are looking for.” And he led them to Samaria.
20 After they entered the city, Elisha said, “Lord, open the eyes of these men so they
can see.” Then the Lord opened their eyes and they looked, and there they were, inside
Samaria.

21 When

the king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, “Shall I kill them, my father?
Shall I kill them?”
22 “Do not kill them,” he answered. “Would you kill those you have captured with
your own sword or bow? Set food and water before them so that they may eat and
drink and then go back to their master.” 23 So he prepared a great feast for them, and
after they had finished eating and drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to
their master. So the bands from Aram stopped raiding Israel’s territory.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Point out some of the interesting (and even amusing) details of this
account.
For the grownups: How can we apply the assurance “Don’t be afraid, for those who
are with us are more than those who are with them.” to our scary life situations?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
I walk with angels all the way; They shield me and befriend me.
All Satan's pow'r is held at bay When heav'nly hosts attend me.
They are my sure defense; All fear and sorrow, hence!
Unharmed by foes, do what they may, I walk with angels all the way.
I walk with Jesus all the way; His guidance never fails me.
He takes my ev'ry fear away When Satan's pow'r assails me,
And, by his footsteps led, My path I safely tread.
In spite of ills that threaten may, I walk with Jesus all the way.
(431:4,5)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
God therefore would have it prohibited, that any one speak evil of another even though
he be guilty, and the latter know it right well; much less if he do not know it, and have it
only from hearsay. But you say: Shall I not say it if it be the truth? Answer: Why do you
not make accusation to regular judges? Ah, I cannot prove it publicly, and hence I
might be silenced and turned away in a harsh manner [incur the penalty of a false
accusation]. "Ah, indeed, do you smell the roast?" If you do not trust yourself to stand
before the proper authorities and to make answer, then hold your tongue. But if you
know it, know it for yourself and not for another. For if you tell it to others, although it
be true, you will appear as a liar, because you cannot prove it, and you are, besides,
acting like a knave. For we ought never to deprive any one of his honor or good name
unless it be first taken away from him publicly.

