Thursday September 10, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 149
Leader:
Family:

Praise the LORD.
Let Israel rejoice in its Maker.
For the LORD is pleased with his people.
He adorns the humble with salvation.
Let those he favors rejoice in honor.
Let them shout for joy on their beds. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Timothy 3:1-16
3 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task.
2 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, selfcontrolled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not
violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own
family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy
of full respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he
take care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become
conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a good
reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.
8 In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in
much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths
of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is
nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.
11 In the same way, the women are to be worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but
temperate and trustworthy in everything.
12 A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his
household well. 13 Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great
assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.
14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that,
15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s
household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.
16 Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great:
He appeared in the flesh,
was vindicated by the Spirit,
was seen by angels,
was preached among the nations,
was believed on in the world,
was taken up in glory.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Would you want to become a pastor or teacher? Why or why not?
For the grownups: Why does the Lord of the Church hold pastors, teachers, and
church leaders to such a high standard? What, if anything, is diﬀerent in what God
expects of pastors/teachers/church leaders compared to what God expects of all
believers?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Keep pastors faithful, strong, and true,
Not working for themselves but you.
Endow them with the grace they need,
The lambs to serve, the sheep to feed,
The precious flock to lead and guide -The Shepherd thus is glorified.
May all your people faithful be
And treat your pastors rev'rently
And with them work and for them pray,
Rememb'ring what the Scriptures say:
Receive the prophet of the Lord
And gain the prophet's own reward.
(548:2,3)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.*
*Note that the video is for another hymn which shares the same tune.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Thus we have now the sum and general understanding of this commandment, to wit,
that no one do any injury with the tongue to his neighbor, whether friend or foe, nor
speak evil of him, no matter whether it be true or false, unless it be done by
commandment or for his reformation, but that everyone employ his tongue and make it
serve for the best of everyone else, to cover up his neighbor's sins and infirmities,
excuse them, palliate and garnish them with his own reputation. The chief reason for
this should be the one which Christ alleges in the Gospel, in which He comprehends all
commandments respecting our neighbor,Matt. 7:12: Whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to them.

