Tuesday September 1, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 95
Leader:
Family:

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD.
Let us give a loud shout to the Rock who saves us.
Come, let us bow down. Let us revere him.
Let us kneel before the LORD our maker,
For he is our God,
And we are the people of his pasture and the flock in his hand. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 2 Kings 5:1-19
5 Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man
in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the Lord had given
victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.
2 Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl
from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my
master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”
4 Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. 5 “By all
means, go,” the king of Aram replied. “I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So
Naaman left, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten
sets of clothing. 6 The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: “With this letter I am
sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy.”
7 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, “Am I God?
Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured
of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!”
8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he
sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me
and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman went with his horses
and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to
say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be
restored and you will be cleansed.”
11 But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out
to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot
and cure me of my leprosy. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus,
better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So he
turned and went oﬀ in a rage.
13 Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you
to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he

tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” 14 So he went down and dipped himself in the
Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and
became clean like that of a young boy.
15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood
before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel.
So please accept a gift from your servant.”
16 The prophet answered, “As surely as the Lord lives, whom I serve, I will not
accept a thing.” And even though Naaman urged him, he refused.
17 “If you will not,” said Naaman, “please let me, your servant, be given as much
earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt
oﬀerings and sacrifices to any other god but the Lord. 18 But may the Lord forgive your
servant for this one thing: When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down
and he is leaning on my arm and I have to bow there also—when I bow down in the
temple of Rimmon, may the Lord forgive your servant for this.”
19 “Go in peace,” Elisha said.
After Naaman had traveled some distance,

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What did a young Israelite servant girl do to help her master Naaman?
For the grownups: How did Naaman’s servants help him not reject the gift of healing
oﬀered by Elisha?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Today your mercy calls us To wash away our sin.
However great our trespass, Whatever we have been,
However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today.
(339)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Those, then, are called slanderers who are not content with knowing a thing, but
proceed to assume jurisdiction, and when they know a slight oﬀense of another, carry it
into every corner, and are delighted and tickled that they can stir up another's
displeasure [baseness], as swine roll themselves in the dirt and root in it with the snout.
This is nothing else than meddling with the judgment and oﬃce of God, and
pronouncing sentence and punishment with the most severe verdict. For no judge can
punish to a higher degree nor go farther than to say: "He is a thief, a murderer, a
traitor," etc. Therefore, whoever presumes to say the same of his neighbor goes just as
far as the emperor and all governments. For although you do not wield the sword, you
employ your poisonous tongue to the shame and hurt of your neighbor.

