Tuesday May 5, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 63
Leader:
Family:

God, you are my God.
Eagerly I seek you.
My soul thirsts for you. My flesh longs for you,
In a dry and dreary land without water.
Yes, in the sanctuary I have watched you
To see your power and your glory.
Because your mercy is better than life,
My lips will worship you.
Yes, I will bless you as long as I live.
In your name I will lift up my hands. Amen.

22 “Therefore

Bible Reading - Ezekiel 36:22–32

say to the Israelites, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: It is not for
your sake, people of Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of my
holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where you have gone. 23 I will
show the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, the
name you have profaned among them. Then the nations will know that I am the Lord,
declares the Sovereign Lord, when I am proved holy through you before their eyes.
24 “ ‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and
bring you back into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be
clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you
a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and
give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my
decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 28 Then you will live in the land I gave your
ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God. 29 I will save you from all your
uncleanness. I will call for the grain and make it plentiful and will not bring famine upon
you. 30 I will increase the fruit of the trees and the crops of the field, so that you will no
longer suﬀer disgrace among the nations because of famine. 31 Then you will remember
your evil ways and wicked deeds, and you will loathe yourselves for your sins and
detestable practices. 32 I want you to know that I am not doing this for your sake,
declares the Sovereign Lord. Be ashamed and disgraced for your conduct, people of
Israel!

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: How does God say he wants to prove his power and majesty?
For the grownups: What responsibilities do believers have as representatives of God?
What privileges?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
All glory be to God alone,
Forevermore the highest one,
Who did our sinful race befriend
And grace and peace to us extend.
Among mankind may his good will
All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill
(CW 262)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
Table of Duties
What We Owe to our Pastors and Teachers
Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his
instructor.
In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should
receive their living from the gospel.
The elders who direct the aﬀairs of the church well are worthy of double honor,
especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, "The
worker deserves his wages."
Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who
must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that
would be of no advantage to you.

