Monday May 4, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 33
Leader:
Family:

Shout joyfully to the LORD, you righteous.
The praise of the upright is beautiful.
Our souls wait for the LORD.
He is our help and our shield.
Yes, in him our heart rejoices,
Because we trust in his holy name.
May your mercy, O LORD, be on us,
Even as we wait confidently for you. Amen.

Bible Reading - Ezekiel 36:1-15

“Son of man, prophesy to the mountains of Israel and say, ‘Mountains of Israel, hear
the word of the Lord. 2 This is what the Sovereign Lord says: The enemy said of you,
“Aha! The ancient heights have become our possession.” ’ 3 Therefore prophesy and
say, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Because they ravaged and crushed you
from every side so that you became the possession of the rest of the nations and the
object of people’s malicious talk and slander, 4 therefore, mountains of Israel, hear the
word of the Sovereign Lord: This is what the Sovereign Lord says to the mountains and
hills, to the ravines and valleys, to the desolate ruins and the deserted towns that have
been plundered and ridiculed by the rest of the nations around you—5 this is what the
Sovereign Lord says: In my burning zeal I have spoken against the rest of the nations,
and against all Edom, for with glee and with malice in their hearts they made my land
their own possession so that they might plunder its pastureland.’ 6 Therefore prophesy
concerning the land of Israel and say to the mountains and hills, to the ravines and
valleys: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I speak in my jealous wrath because you
have suﬀered the scorn of the nations. 7 Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says:
I swear with uplifted hand that the nations around you will also suﬀer scorn.
8 “ ‘But you, mountains of Israel, will produce branches and fruit for my people
Israel, for they will soon come home. 9 I am concerned for you and will look on you with
favor; you will be plowed and sown, 10 and I will cause many people to live on you—
yes, all of Israel. The towns will be inhabited and the ruins rebuilt. 11 I will increase the
number of people and animals living on you, and they will be fruitful and become
numerous. I will settle people on you as in the past and will make you prosper more
than before. Then you will know that I am the Lord. 12 I will cause people, my people
Israel, to live on you. They will possess you, and you will be their inheritance; you will
never again deprive them of their children.

13 “

‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Because some say to you, “You devour
people and deprive your nation of its children,” 14 therefore you will no longer devour
people or make your nation childless, declares the Sovereign Lord. 15 No longer will I
make you hear the taunts of the nations, and no longer will you suﬀer the scorn of the
peoples or cause your nation to fall, declares the Sovereign Lord.’ ”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: In this passage, what is the Lord called?
For the grownups: What will the Lord's people produce?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
'Tis he forgives my sins;
'Tis he relieves my pain;
'Tis he that heals my sicknesses
And makes me young again.
(CW 238 v3)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
*(Note that the words in the video are slightly diﬀerent from the hymnal.)
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
Table of Duties
Pastors
A pastor must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, selfcontrolled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to much wine, not violent
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well
and see that his children obey him with proper respect. He must not be a recent
convert. He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that
he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.

