Saturday May 30, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 119
Leader:
Family:

I have carried out what is just and right.
Do not leave me to my oppressors.
Deal with your servant according to your mercy,
And teach me your statutes.
I am your servant. Give me discernment,
So that I may know your testimonies.
Because I love your commandments more than gold,
More than pure gold,
Because I value everything in all your precepts,
I hate every wrong road. Amen.

45 Therefore

Bible Reading - John 11:45-57

many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what
Jesus did, believed in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them
what Jesus had done. 47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of
the Sanhedrin.
“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many
signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans
will come and take away both our temple and our nation.”
49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up,
“You know nothing at all! 50 You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die
for the people than that the whole nation perish.”
51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that
Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52 and not only for that nation but also for the
scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. 53 So from that
day on they plotted to take his life.
54 Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the people of Judea.
Instead he withdrew to a region near the wilderness, to a village called Ephraim, where
he stayed with his disciples.
55 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from the country
to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover. 56 They kept looking
for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple courts they asked one another, “What do
you think? Isn’t he coming to the festival at all?” 57 But the chief priests and the
Pharisees had given orders that anyone who found out where Jesus was should report
it so that they might arrest him.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What did Jesus’ enemies begin to plot to do?
For the grownups: Discuss the prophecy that Caiaphas makes unwittingly. What do
you think he meant? How were his words fulfilled diﬀerently?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Jesus, my great High Priest, Oﬀered his blood and died;
My guilty conscience seeks No sacrifice beside.
His pow'rful blood did once atone,
And now it pleads before the throne.

To Christ, my substitute, Will I commit my cause;
He answers and fulfills His Father's broken laws.
Behold my soul at freedom set –
My Jesus paid the dreadful debt!
(CW 359:1,2)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Besides, there is also a false worship and extreme idolatry, which we have hitherto
practiced, and is still prevalent in the world, upon which also all ecclesiastical orders
are founded, and which concerns the conscience alone, that seeks in its own works
help, consolation, and salvation, presumes to wrest heaven from God, and reckons
how many bequests it has made, how often it has fasted, celebrated Mass, etc. Upon
such things it depends, and of them boasts, as though unwilling to receive anything
from God as a gift, but desires itself to earn or merit it superabundantly, just as though
He must serve us and were our debtor, and we His liege lords. What is this but
reducing God to an idol, yea, [a fig image or] an apple-god, and elevating and
regarding ourselves as God? But this is slightly too subtle, and is not for young pupils.
But let this be said to the simple, that they may well note and remember the meaning
of this commandment, namely, that we are to trust in God alone, and look to Him and
expect from Him naught but good, as from one who gives us body, life, food, drink,
nourishment, health, protection, peace, and all necessaries of both temporal and
eternal things. He also preserves us from misfortune, and if any evil befall us, delivers
and rescues us, so that it is God alone (as has been suﬃciently said) from whom we
receive all good, and by whom we are delivered from all evil. Hence also, I think, we
Germans from ancient times call God (more elegantly and appropriately than any other
language) by that name from the word Good, as being an eternal fountain which
gushes forth abundantly nothing but what is good, and from which flows forth all that is
and is called good.

