Thursday May 28, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 10
Leader:
Family:

Why, Lord, do you stand so far away?
Why do you hide in times of distress?
Rise up, O LORD! Lift up your hand, O God.
Do not forget the oppressed.
Why does the wicked man despise God?
Why does he say in his heart, “You do not seek justice”?
But you do see. You notice trouble and grief.
You take it into your own hands
The helpless one abandons himself to you.
For the fatherless you are indeed a helper.
The Lord is King forever and ever.
The nations will perish from his land.
Lord, you hear the desire of the aﬄicted.
You strengthen their hearts, and your ear pays attention,
To obtain justice for the fatherless and the crushed,
So that the worldly man may no longer terrify. Amen.

Bible Reading - John 11:1–27

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who
poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word
to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for
God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where
he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”
8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and
yet you are going back?”
9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the
daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks
at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”
11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”

12 His

disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been
speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.
14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us
also go, that we may die with him.”
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four
days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me
will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do
you believe this?”
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who
is to come into the world.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Through whom do we have the hope of resurrection and eternal life?
For the grownups: Jesus’ decision to delay traveling to see Lazarus can be troubling at
first. How do verses 4 and 14 explain his decision?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Jesus, my Redeemer, lives;
I, too, unto life shall waken.
Endless joy my Savior gives;
Shall my courage, then, be shaken?
Shall I fear, or could the head
Rise and leave his members dead?
(CW 167:2)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Besides, consider what, in our blindness, we have hitherto been practicing and doing
under the Papacy. If anyone had toothache, he fasted and honored St. Apollonia
[macerated his flesh by voluntary fasting to the honor of St. Apollonia]; if he was afraid
of fire, he chose St. Lawrence as his helper in need; if he dreaded pestilence, he made
a vow to St. Sebastian or Rochio, and a countless number of such abominations,
where everyone selected his own saint, worshiped him, and called for help to him in
distress. Here belong those also, as, e. g., sorcerers and magicians, whose idolatry is
most gross, and who make a covenant with the devil, in order that he may give them
plenty of money or help them in love-aﬀairs, preserve their cattle, restore to them lost
possessions, etc. For all these place their heart and trust elsewhere than in the true
God, look for nothing good to Him nor seek it from Him.

Thus you can easily understand what and how much this commandment requires,
namely, that man's entire heart and all his confidence be placed in God alone, and in
no one else. For to have God, you can easily perceive, is not to lay hold of Him with our
hands or to put Him in a bag [as money], or to lock Him in a chest [as silver vessels].
But to apprehend Him means when the heart lays hold of Him and clings to Him.But to
cling to Him with the heart is nothing else than to trust in Him entirely. For this reason
He wishes to turn us away from everything else that exists outside of Him, and to draw
us to Himself, namely, because He is the only eternal good. As though He would say;
Whatever you have heretofore sought of the saints, or for whatever [things] you have
trusted in Mammon or anything else, expect it all of Me, and regard Me as the one who
will help you and pour out upon you richly all good things.

