Tuesday May 26, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 47
Leader:
Family:

All you peoples, clap your hands!
Shout to God! Sing a loud song!
Yes, the LORD Most High is awesome.
He is the great King over all the earth!
God reigns as king over the nations.
God is seated on his holy throne.
Yes, the shields of the earth belong to God.
He is greatly exalted. Alleluia!

22 Then

Bible Reading - John 10:22–31

came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus
was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there
gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Messiah, tell us plainly.”
25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my
Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my
sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of
my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him,

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Jesus calls people who believe in him "sheep." What does he give to his
sheep?
For the grownups: What did Jesus say that was so oﬀensive to his Jewish opponents
that they wanted to kill him? Why were they so oﬀended?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Have no fear, little flock;
Have no fear, little flock,
For the Father has chosen
To give you the kingdom;
Have no fear, little flock!
(CW 442)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT
Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.
That is: Thou shalt have [and worship] Me alone as thy God. What is the force of this,
and how is it to be understood? What does it mean to have a god? or, what is God
Answer: A god means that from which we are to expect all good and to which we are
to take refuge in all distress, so that to have a God is nothing else than to trust and
believe Him from the [whole] heart; as I have often said that the confidence and faith of
the heart alone make both God and an idol. If your faith and trust be right, then is your
god also true; and, on the other hand, if your trust be false and wrong, then you have
not the true God; for these two belong together, faith and God. That now, I say, upon
which you set your heart and put your trust is properly your god.
Therefore it is the intent of this commandment to require true faith and trust of the heart
which settles upon the only true God, and clings to Him alone. That is as much as to
say: "See to it that you let Me alone be your God, and never seek another," i.e.:
Whatever you lack of good things, expect it of Me, and look to Me for it, and whenever
you suﬀer misfortune and distress, creep and cling to Me. I, yes, I, will give you enough
and help you out of every need; only let not your heart cleave to or rest in any other.

