Monday May 25, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 27
Leader:
Family:

17 The

The LORD is my light and my salvation–
Whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life–
Of whom shall I be afraid?
One thing I ask from the LORD. This is what I seek:
That I live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,
Wait for the LORD.
Be strong and take heart, and wait for the LORD! Amen.

Bible Reading - John 10:17-21

reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again.
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it
down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
19 The Jews who heard these words were again divided. 20 Many of them said, “He
is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?”
21 But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can
a demon open the eyes of the blind?”
18 No

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What group of people was Jesus talking to?
For the grownups: Did those in the crowd believe what Jesus was telling them?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Jesus, Shepherd of the sheep,
Who your Father's flock does keep,
Safe we wake and safe we sleep,
Guarded still by you.
By your blood our souls were bought;
By your life salvation wrought;
By your light our feet are taught,
Lord, to follow you.
(CW 436:1,3)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
Introduction (Continued)
Therefore I again implore all Christians, especially pastors and preachers, not to be
doctors too soon, and imagine that they know everything (for imagination and cloth
unshrunk [and false weights] fall far short of the measure), but that they daily exercise
themselves well in these studies and constantly treat them; moreover, that they guard

with all care and diligence against the poisonous infection of such security and vain
imagination, but steadily keep on reading, teaching, learning, pondering, and
meditating, and do not cease until they have made a test and are sure that they have
taught the devil to death, and have become more learned than God Himself and all His
saints.
If they manifest such diligence, then I will promise them, and they shall also perceive,
what fruit they will obtain, and what excellent men God will make of them, so that in
due time they themselves will acknowledge that the longer and the more they study the
Catechism, the less they know of it, and the more they find yet to learn; and then only,
as hungry and thirsty ones, will they truly relish that which now they cannot endure,
because of great abundance and satiety. To this end may God grant His grace! Amen.

