Saturday May 23, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 68
Leader:
Family:

O LORD, the king rejoices in your strength.
He joyfully celebrates salvation from you.
You have granted him what his heart desired.
You have not denied the request from his lips.
Your hand will reach all your enemies.
Your right hand will reach those who hate you.
Rise up, O LORD, in your strength.
We will sing and make music because of your might. Amen.

14 Shepherd

Bible Reading - Micah 7:14–20

your people with your staﬀ,
the flock of your inheritance,
which lives by itself in a forest,
in fertile pasturelands.
Let them feed in Bashan and Gilead
as in days long ago.
15 “As

in the days when you came out of Egypt,
I will show them my wonders.”

16 Nations

will see and be ashamed,
deprived of all their power.
They will put their hands over their mouths
and their ears will become deaf.
17 They will lick dust like a snake,
like creatures that crawl on the ground.
They will come trembling out of their dens;
they will turn in fear to the Lord our God
and will be afraid of you.
18 Who is a God like you,
who pardons sin and forgives the transgression
of the remnant of his inheritance?
You do not stay angry forever
but delight to show mercy.
19 You will again have compassion on us;
you will tread our sins underfoot
and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.

20 You

will be faithful to Jacob,
and show love to Abraham,
as you pledged on oath to our ancestors
in days long ago.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Why is it so important that God forgives your sins?
For the grownups: How does the forgiveness God oﬀers in Jesus set the Christian
faith apart from all the man-made religions?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God;
He bears them all and frees us From the accursed load.
I bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains
White in his blood most precious Till not a spot remains.
(CW 372)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
*(Note: the text in the YouTube video varies slightly from the hymnal version in later
verses.)
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
Introduction (Continued)
Oh, what mad, senseless fools are we that, while we must ever live and dwell among
such mighty enemies as the devils are, we nevertheless despise our weapons and
defense, and are too lazy to look at or think of them!
And what else are such supercilious, presumptuous saints, who are unwilling to read
and study the Catechism daily, doing than esteeming themselves much more learned
than God Himself with all His saints, angels, [patriarchs], prophets, apostles, and all
Christians? For inasmuch as God Himself is not ashamed to teach these things daily, as
knowing nothing better to teach, and always keeps teaching the same thing, and does
not take up anything new or different, and all the saints know nothing better or different
to learn, and cannot finish learning this, are we not the finest of all fellows to imagine, if
we have once read or heard it, that we know it all, and have no further need to read and
learn, but can finish learning in one hour what God Himself cannot finish teaching,
although He is engaged in teaching it from the beginning to the end of the world, and all
prophets, together with all saints, have been occupied with learning it, and have ever
remained pupils, and must continue to be such?
For it needs must be that whoever knows the Ten Commandments perfectly must know
all the Scriptures, so that, in all affairs and cases, he can advise, help, comfort, judge,
and decide both spiritual and temporal matters, and is qualified to sit in judgment upon
all doctrines, estates, spirits, laws, and whatever else is in the world. And what, indeed,
is the entire Psalter but thoughts and exercises upon the First Commandment? Now I
know of a truth that such lazy paunches and presumptuous spirits do not understand a
single psalm, much less the entire Holy Scriptures; and yet they pretend to know and

despise the Catechism, which is a compend and brief summary of all the Holy
Scriptures.

