Friday May 22, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 68
Leader:
Family:

Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior,
Who daily bears our burdens.
Our God is a God who saves;
From the Sovereign LORD comes escape from death.
Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth,
Sing praise to the Lord,
You, God, are awesome in your sanctuary;
The God of Israel gives power and strength to his people. Praise be to
God!

50 When

Bible Reading - Luke 24:50–53 (NIV)

he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and
blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into
heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And
they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Where did Jesus go when he ascended?
For the grownups: Explain the disciples’ reaction to Jesus’ ascension.

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
On Christ's ascension I now build
The hope of my ascension.
This hope alone has always stilled
All doubt and apprehension;
For where the head is, there as well
I know his members are to dwell
When Christ shall come and call them.
(CW 173)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
Introduction (Continued)
And what need is there of many words? If I were to recount all the profit and fruit which
God's Word produces, whence would I get enough paper and time? The devil is called
the master of a thousand arts. But what shall we call God's Word, which drives away
and brings to naught this master of a thousand arts with all his arts and power? It must
indeed be the master of more than a hundred thousand arts. And shall we frivolously
despise such power, profit, strength, and fruit-we, especially, who claim to be pastors
and preachers? If so, we should not only have nothing given us to eat, but be driven

out, being baited with dogs, and pelted with dung, because we not only need all this
every day as we need our daily bread, but must also daily use it against the daily and
unabated attacks and lurking of the devil, the master of a thousand arts.
And if this were not suﬃcient to admonish us to read the Catechism daily, yet we
should feel suﬃciently constrained by the command of God alone, who solemnly
enjoins in Deut. 6:6ﬀ that we should always meditate upon His precepts, sitting,
walking, standing, lying down, and rising, and have them before our eyes and in our
hands as a constant mark and sign. Doubtless He did not so solemnly require and
enjoin this without a purpose; but because He knows our danger and need, as well as
the constant and furious assaults and temptations of devils, He wishes to warn, equip,
and preserve us against them, as with a good armor against their fiery darts and with
good medicine against their evil infection and suggestion.

