Thursday May 21, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 47
Leader:
Family:

All you peoples, clap your hands!
Shout to God! Sing a loud song!
Make music for God! Make music!
Make music for our King! Make music!
For God is the King of all the earth.
Make music for him with a wise song.
God reigns as king over the nations.
God is seated on his holy throne. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Acts 1:1–11

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach
2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suﬀering, he presented himself to them
and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he
was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait
for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John
baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by
his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.”
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight.
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two
men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you
stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: For how many days after his resurrection did Jesus appear to his
followers to prove he had risen from the dead?
For the grownups: What comfort do the angels give Jesus’ followers after he had
ascended? How is that comforting to you?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Draw us to thee That also we
Thy heav'nly bliss inherit
And ever dwell Where sin and hell
No more can vex our spirit.
Draw us to thee Unceasingly;
Into thy kingdom take us.
Let us fore'er Thy glory share;
Thy saints and joint heirs make us.
(CW 170:3,4)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
Introduction (Continued)
Besides, it is an exceedingly eﬀectual help against the devil, the world, and the flesh
and all evil thoughts to be occupied with the Word of God, and to speak of it, and
meditate upon it, so that the First Psalm declares those blessed who meditate upon
the Law of God day and night. Undoubtedly, you will not start a stronger incense or
other fumigation against the devil than by being engaged upon God's commandments
and words, and speaking, singing, or thinking of them. For this is indeed the true holy
water and holy sign from which he flees, and by which he may be driven away.
Now, for this reason alone you ought gladly to read, speak, think and treat of these
things, if you had no other profit and fruit from them than that by doing so you can
drive away the devil and evil thoughts. For he cannot hear or endure God's Word; and
God's Word is not like some other silly prattle, as that about Dietrich of Berne, etc., but
as St. Paul says, Rom. 1:16, the power of God. Yea, indeed, the power of God which
gives the devil burning pain, and strengthens, comforts, and helps us beyond measure.

