Saturday May 2, 2020

Opening
Psalm 134

Leader:
Family:

Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD,
Who stand in the house of the LORD at night.
Lift up your hands toward the sanctuary.
And bless the LORD.
May the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth, bless you from Zion.
Amen.

Bible Reading - Ezekiel 34:23-31
23 I

will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will
tend them and be their shepherd. 24 I the Lord will be their God, and my servant David
will be prince among them. I the Lord have spoken.
25 “ ‘I will make a covenant of peace with them and rid the land of savage beasts so
that they may live in the wilderness and sleep in the forests in safety. 26 I will make them
and the places surrounding my hill a blessing. I will send down showers in season;
there will be showers of blessing. 27 The trees will yield their fruit and the ground will
yield its crops; the people will be secure in their land. They will know that I am the Lord,
when I break the bars of their yoke and rescue them from the hands of those who
enslaved them. 28 They will no longer be plundered by the nations, nor will wild animals
devour them. They will live in safety, and no one will make them afraid. 29 I will provide
for them a land renowned for its crops, and they will no longer be victims of famine in
the land or bear the scorn of the nations. 30 Then they will know that I, the Lord their
God, am with them and that they, the Israelites, are my people, declares the Sovereign
Lord. 31 You are my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, and I am your God, declares the
Sovereign Lord.’ ”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: If Jesus is your Good Shepherd, when do you need to be worried or
afraid?
For the grownups: What significance is there to God listing knowing that he is the Lord
along with all the wonderful material blessings he describes? How is the phrase, “You
are my sheep... I am your God,” particularly comforting?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
I am Jesus' little lamb;
Ever glad at heart I am,
For my shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my needs and well provides me,
Loves me ev'ry day the same,
Even calls me by my name.
(CW 432)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
Daily Prayers
(Luther’s morning and evening prayers are included above in this devotion.)
To Ask A Blessing
The eyes of all look to you, O Lord, and you give them their food at the proper time.
You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. Amen.
Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us through these gifts which we receive from your
bountiful goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
To Say Grace
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. Amen.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank you for all your gifts, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

