Tuesday May 19, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 54
Leader:
Family:

6 Jesus

God, save me by your name.
By your power judge me justly.
For strangers have risen up against me.
Ruthless men seek my life. They pay no attention to God.
Indeed, God is my helper.
The Lord is the one who preserves my life.
I will praise your name, O LORD, because it is good.
Surely, from all my distress he has delivered me. Amen!

Bible Reading - Amos John 10:6-10

used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was
telling them.
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All
who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to
them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and
go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have
come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Why does Jesus say he came?
For the grownups: What is Jesus teaching us by saying that he is the gate?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or

Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Today your gate is open, And all who enter in
Shall find a Father's welcome And pardon for their sin.
The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv'n,
A future grace be promised: A glorious crown in heav'n.
(CW 339 v2)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
Introduction (Continued)
And now that they are delivered from the unprofitable and burdensome babbling of the
Seven Canonical Hours, oh, that, instead thereof, they would only, morning, noon, and
evening, read a page or two in the Catechism, the Prayer-book, the New Testament, or
elsewhere in the Bible, and pray the Lord's Prayer for themselves and their
parishioners, so that they might render, in return, honor and thanks to the Gospel, by
which they have been delivered from burdens and troubles so manifold, and might feel
a little shame because like pigs and dogs they retain no more of the Gospel than such
a lazy, pernicious, shameful, carnal liberty! 4] For, alas! as it is, the common people
regard the Gospel altogether too lightly, and we accomplish nothing extraordinary even

though we use all diligence. What, then, will be achieved if we shall be negligent and
lazy as we were under the Papacy?
To this there is added the shameful vice and secret infection of security and satiety,
that is, that many regard the Catechism as a poor, mean teaching, which they can read
through at one time, and then immediately know it, throw the book into a corner, and
be ashamed, as it were, to read in it again.

