Monday May 18, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 66
Leader:
Family:

Come, listen, all you who fear God,
And let me tell what he has done to save my life.
To him I cried out with my mouth.
High praise was on my tongue.
Blessed be God, who has not turned aside my prayer
Or turned aside his mercy from me! Alleluia!

Bible Reading - John 10:1-5

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate,
but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When
he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him
because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will
run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Why do sheep follow a shepherd but not a stranger?
For the grownups: Identify the characters in Jesus’ illustration. Who are the sheep?
The Shepherd? The robbers?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or

Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Jesus, Shepherd of the sheep,
Who your Father's flock does keep,
Safe we wake and safe we sleep,
Guarded still by you.
In your promise firm we stand;
None can take us from your hand.
Speak -- we hear -- at your command,
We will follow you.
(CW 436 vv1,2)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Since we have finished our daily reading of Luther’s Small Catechism, we will
begin working our way through Martin Luther’s longer and more detailed Large
Catechism. While the translation is somewhat more challenging, it is still beneficial
reading for Christians.
Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.

Introduction
A Christian, Profitable, and Necessary Preface, and Faithful, Earnest Exhortation of Dr.
Martin Luther to All Christians, but Especially to All Pastors and Preachers, that They
Should Daily Exercise Themselves in the Catechism, which is a Short Summary and,
Epitome of the Entire Holy Scriptures, and that They May Always Teach the Same.
We have no slight reasons for treating the Catechism so constantly [in sermons] and for
both desiring and beseeching others to teach it, since we see to our sorrow that many
pastors and preachers are very negligent in this, and slight both their oﬃce and this
teaching; some from great and high art (giving their mind, as they imagine, to much
higher matters], but others from sheer laziness and care for their paunches, assuming
no other relation to this business than if they were pastors and preachers, for their
bellies' sake, and had nothing to do but, to [spend and] consume their emoluments as
long as they live, as they have been accustomed to do under the Papacy.
And although they have now everything that they are to preach and teach placed
before them so abundantly, clearly, and easily, in so many [excellent and] helpful books,
and the true Sermones per se loquentes, Dormi secure, Paratos et Thesauros, as they
were called in former times; yet they are not so godly and honest as to buy these
books, or even when they have them, to look at them or read them. Alas! they are
altogether shameful gluttons and servants of their own bellies who ought to be more
properly swineherds and dog-tenders than care-takers of souls and pastors.

