Friday May 15, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 148
Leader:
Family:

Praise the LORD from the heavens.
Praise him in the heights
Praise him, all his angels.
Praise him, all his armies.
Praise him, sun and moon.
Praise him all you bright stars.
Praise him, you highest heavens.
And you waters which are above the heavens.
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
Because he commanded, and they were created.
He caused them to stand forever and ever.
He gave a decree, and it will not pass away. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - John 9:1–34

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that
the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the
works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.”
6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it
on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means
“Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the
same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was.
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”
10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.
11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He
told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”
12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.
“I don’t know,” he said.
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on
which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath.

15 Therefore

the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud
on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the
Sabbath.”
But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.
17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.”
The man replied, “He is a prophet.”
18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until
they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you
say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?”
20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born
blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He
is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of
the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that
Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his
parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God
by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”
25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I
was blind but now I see!”
26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”
27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”
28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are
disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we
don’t even know where he comes from.”
30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes
from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He
listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the
eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!”
And they threw him out.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: How did the Pharisees react to Jesus giving sight to the blind man?
For the grownups: Jesus’ words near the beginning of this reason give one reason that
sometimes God allows evil into our lives. Evaluate this statement: “When evil happens
in our lives or in the world, God is punishing sinners.”

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
I know my faith is founded On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord;
And this my faith confessing, Unmoved I stand upon his Word.
Man's reason cannot fathom The truth of God profound;
Who trusts in worldly wisdom Relies on shifting ground.
God's Word is all-suﬃcient, It makes divinely sure,
And, trusting in its wisdom, My faith shall rest secure.
(CW 403)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
Table of Duties
Widows
The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues
night and day to pray and to ask God for help. But the widow who lives for pleasure is
dead even while she lives.

