Monday May 11, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 99
Leader:
Family:

The LORD is great in Zion. He is exalted over all the peoples.
Let them praise your name, great and awesome.
In Jacob you carried out justice and righteousness.
Exalt the LORD our God and bow down before his footstool.
Exalt the LORD our God, and bow down before his holy mountain,
Because the LORD our God is holy. Amen.

12 When

Bible Reading - John 8:12-20

Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
13 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness;
your testimony is not valid.”
14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I
know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come
from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no
one. 16 But if I do judge, my decisions are true, because I am not alone. I stand with the
Father, who sent me. 17 In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two
witnesses is true. 18 I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father,
who sent me.”
19 Then they asked him, “Where is your father?”
“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would
know my Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts
near the place where the oﬀerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his hour
had not yet come.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Whom do you have to know if you want to know God the Father?
For the grownups: After reading this section, how might you respond to someone who
tells you that everyone believes in the same God, just by diﬀerent names?

Prayer

Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
“How shall they hear,” who have not heard
News of a Lord who loved and came;
Nor known his reconciling Word,
Nor learned to trust a Savior’s Name?
Spirit of love, within us move:
Spirit of truth, in pow’r come down!
So shall they hear and find and prove
Christ is their life, their joy, their crown.
(CWS 778 vv1,5)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
Table of Duties
Children
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and
mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise-- "that it may go well with
you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."

