Friday May 1, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 92
Leader:
Family:

12 As

It is good to give thanks to the LORD,
To make music to your name, O Most High,
Yes, you make me glad by your work, O LORD.
I sing loudly at the works of your hands.
How great are your works, O LORD.
Your thoughts are very deep! Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Ezekiel 34:12-22

a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of
clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the
countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains
of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 14 I will tend them in a
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they
will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the
Sovereign Lord. 16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the
injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will
shepherd the flock with justice.
17 “ ‘As for you, my flock, this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will judge between
one sheep and another, and between rams and goats. 18 Is it not enough for you to
feed on the good pasture? Must you also trample the rest of your pasture with your
feet? Is it not enough for you to drink clear water? Must you also muddy the rest with
your feet? 19 Must my flock feed on what you have trampled and drink what you have
muddied with your feet?
20 “ ‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says to them: See, I myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you shove with flank and
shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven them away,
22 I will save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. I will judge between one
sheep and another.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What does God promise to do for stray sheep?

For the grownups: What are some ways that Christians sometimes “trample” God’s
good pasture?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
O Jesus, Shepherd, Guardian, Friend,
My Prophet, Priest, and King,
My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,
Accept the praise I bring.
(CW 358 v5)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
The Third Article of the Nicene Creed
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness. of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

