Saturday March 28, 2020

Opening

Leader:
Family:

Selected verses from Psalm 105
Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name;
Make known among the nations what he has done.
Sing to him, sing praise to him;
Tell of all his wonderful acts.
Glory in his holy name;
Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
Look to the LORD and his strength;
Seek his face always.

Bible Reading - Mark 14:1-9
1 Now

the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days away,
and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly
and kill him. 2 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.”
3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a
woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She
broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head.
4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of
perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money given
to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.
6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a
beautiful thing to me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them
any time you want. But you will not always have me. 8 She did what she could. She
poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9 Truly I tell you,
wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be
told, in memory of her.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What did a woman do to honor Jesus?
For the grownups: What are some ways for us to bring Jesus honor and glory?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
In you, O Lord, I put my trust
Leave me not helpless in the dust;
Let me not be confounded.
My faith, O Lord, Must in your Word
Be always firmly grounded.
With you, O Lord, I cast my lot;
O faithful God, forsake me not,
To you my soul commending.
Lord, be my stay, And lead the way
Now and when life is ending.
(CW 448)
There is no easy to sing recording online, however, if you’d like to hear this song in its
original German, you can find it on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
The Conclusion (to the Ten Commandments)
What does God say about all these commandments?
He says, "I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the
sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but
showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my
commandments.”
What does this mean?
God threatens to punish all who transgress these commandments. Therefore we
should fear his anger and not disobey what he commands.
But he promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments.
Therefore we should love and trust in him, and gladly obey what he commands.

