Wednesday March 25, 2020

Leader:
Family:

Opening

O Lord, teach us your ways,
That we may walk in your truth.
You comfort and help us day by day.
We trust your loving care.
You are the King of heaven and earth.
We give you praise and thanks. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Matthew 26:57-68

Those who had arrested Jesus led him away to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the
experts in the law and the elders were assembled. 58 Peter was following him at a
distance and went as far as the courtyard of the high priest. He went inside and sat
down with the guards to see how it would turn out.
59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false testimony against
Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60 They found none, even though many
false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward 61 and said, “This fellow said,
‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’”
62 The high priest stood up and said to him, “Have you no answer? What is this that
these men are testifying against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. Then the high
priest said to him, “I place you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the
Christ, the Son of God!”
64 Jesus said to him, “It is as you have said. But I tell you, soon you will see the Son of
Man sitting at the right hand of power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do
we need any more witnesses? See, you have just heard the blasphemy! 66 What do
you think?”
They answered, “He is deserving of death!” 67 Then they spit in his face and punched
him. Some slapped him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who hit you?”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Jesus was innocent. Why didn’t he speak up and defend himself?
For the grownups: Why was Jesus not guilty of blasphemy (the act of insulting or
showing contempt or lack of reverence to God)?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
O dearest Jesus, what law have you broken
That such sharp sentence should on you be spoken?
Of what great crime have you to make confession–
What dark transgression?
(CW 117)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
The Eighth Commandment

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, or
give him a bad name, but defend him, speak well of him, and take his words and
actions in the kindest possible way.

