Monday March 23, 2020

Opening
Leader:

God, our Father, each day is a gift of your grace.

Family:

Your mercies are new every morning.
Guide our steps by the light of your Word.
Shield us from harm and keep us from evil.
Better than life is your love.
Put joy in our hearts and praise on our lips. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Deuteronomy 9:1-6
Hear, Israel: You are now about to cross the Jordan to go in and dispossess nations
greater and stronger than you, with large cities that have walls up to the sky. 2 The
people are strong and tall—Anakites! You know about them and have heard it said:
“Who can stand up against the Anakites?” 3 But be assured today that the Lord your
God is the one who goes across ahead of you like a devouring fire. He will destroy
them; he will subdue them before you. And you will drive them out and annihilate them
quickly, as the Lord has promised you.
4 After the Lord your God has driven them out before you, do not say to yourself,
“The Lord has brought me here to take possession of this land because of my
righteousness.” No, it is on account of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord is
going to drive them out before you. 5 It is not because of your righteousness or your
integrity that you are going in to take possession of their land; but on account of the
wickedness of these nations, the Lord your God will drive them out before you, to
accomplish what he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 6 Understand,
then, that it is not because of your righteousness that the Lord your God is giving you
this good land to possess, for you are a stiff-necked people.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What river were God’s people going to cross?
For the grownups: Why was the Lord giving the Israelites this good land?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Blessing

Leader: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Now hence-forth must I put my trust
In you, O dearest Savior.
Your gracious choice,
Your Word and voice,
Make me rejoice
Though sinful may behavior
(CW 362 v4)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.

The Sixth Commandment
You shall not commit adultery.
What does this mean?
We should fear fear and love God that we lead a pure and decent life in words and
actions, and that husband and wife love and honor each other.

