Thursday, March 19, 2020

Opening

Leader:
Family:

(Selected verses from Psalm 84)
How lovely is your dwelling place O Lord Almighty!
My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord
Blessed are those who dwell in your house;
They are ever praising you.
O Lord Almighty, blessed is the man
who trusts in you. Amen.

Bible Reading - Luke 22:7-23
7 Then

came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be
sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat
the Passover.”
9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.
10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you.
Follow him to the house that he enters, 11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The
Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my
disciples?’ 12 He will show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations
there.”
13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the
Passover.
14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he said
to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell
you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”
17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you.
18 For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes.”
19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is
my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”
20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 21 But the hand of him who is going
to betray me is with mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed.
But woe to that man who betrays him!” 23 They began to question among themselves
which of them it might be who would do this.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.

For the kids: Some of these words are very familiar. When do you hear them in church?
For the grownups: The Old Testament Passover festival looked forward to Jesus. (For
the account of the original Passover, read Exodus 12.) In what way(s) is Jesus our true
Passover Lamb?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
The Lamb, the Lamb,
One perfect final oﬀering.
The Lamb, the Lamb,
Let earth join heav’n his praise to sing.
Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me his own!
The Lamb is reigning on his throne.
(CWS 714)

A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
The Third Commandment
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not despise preaching and his Word,
but regard it as holy and gladly hear and learn it.

