Tuesday June 9, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 48
Leader:
Family:

The LORD is great. He deserves to be praised
In the city of our God, on his holy mountain.
Inside your temple, O God,
We meditate on your mercy.
Your praise, O God, reaches to the ends of the earth,
Just as your fame does.
Righteousness fills your right hand.
Mount Zion rejoices.
For this God is our God forever and ever.
He will guide us beyond death. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Acts 4:1-31

The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter
and John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed
because the apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection
of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them
in jail until the next day. 4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of
men who believed grew to about five thousand.
5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem.
6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others
of the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began
to question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?”
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the
people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man
who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all
the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified
but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus
is
“ ‘the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the cornerstone.’
12 Salvation

is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved.”
13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men
had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed

standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered them to
withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 “What are we going to do
with these men?” they asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they have
performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from
spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to
anyone in this name.”
18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all
in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to
listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about
what we have seen and heard.”
21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them,
because all the people were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the man who
was miraculously healed was over forty years old.
23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all
that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they
raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made
the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the
Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David:
“ ‘Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
26 The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord
and against his anointed one.’
27 Indeed

Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of
Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.
28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now,
Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great
boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the
name of your holy servant Jesus.”
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Why couldn’t the elders and teachers of the law figure out how to punish
Peter and John?
For the grownups: How did the greater group of believers respond when Peter and
John reported their experience back to them? How can modern Christians learn from
this example?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Sure bond and guarantee
God gave for you and me:
The Father has raised up his Son
To seal redemption won.
Now sing your glad song
And joyous praise to him prolong.
(CW 151:5)
A Recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SECOND COMMANDMENT (Continued)
From this everyone can readily infer when and in how many ways God's name is
misused, although it is impossible to enumerate all its misuses. Yet, to tell it in a few
words, all misuse of the divine name occurs, first, in worldly business and in matters
which concern money, possessions, honor, whether it be publicly in court, in the
market, or wherever else men make false oaths in God's name, or pledge their souls in
any matter. And this is especially prevalent in marriage aﬀairs, where two go and
secretly betroth themselves to one another, and afterward abjure [their plighted troth].
But, the greatest abuse occurs in spiritual matters, which pertain to the conscience,
when false preachers rise up and oﬀer their lying vanities as God's Word.
Behold, all this is decking one's self out with God's name, or making a pretty show, or
claiming to be right, whether it occur in gross, worldly business or in sublime, subtle
matters of faith and doctrine. And among liars belong also blasphemers, not alone the
very gross, well known to everyone, who disgrace God's name without fear (these are
not for us, but for the hangman to discipline); but also those who publicly traduce the
truth and God's Word and consign it to the devil. Of this there is no need now to speak
further.

