Monday June 8, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 8
Leader:
Family:

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
Set this glory of yours above the heavens.
Whenever I look up at your heavens, the works of your fingers,
The moon and the stars, which you have set in place—
What is man that you remember him,
The son of man that you pay attention to him!
Nevertheless, you make him suﬀer need,
But you crown him with glory and honor.
You make him the ruler over the works of your hands.
You put everything under his feet:
O LORD, our Lord,
How majestic is your name in all the earth! Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Acts 3:1–21
1 One

day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in
the afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple
gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the
temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.
4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 So the man
gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.
6 Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him
up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and
began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping,
and praising God. 9 When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they
recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called
Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to
him.
11 While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and
came running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this,
he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us
as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You
handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had
decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a

murderer be released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the
dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see
and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that
has completely healed him, as you can all see.
17 “Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders.
18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that
his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send the
Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. 21 Heaven must receive him
until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his
holy prophets.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: How do Peter and John say the man was healed?
For the grownups: To what do Peter and John direct the people’s attention? What can
we learn from that?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Blessing

Leader:

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Faith is a living pow'r from heav'n
That grasps the promise God has giv'n,
A trust that cannot be o'erthrown,
Fixed heartily on Christ alone.
(CW 404)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SECOND COMMANDMENT
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy God, in vain.
As the First Commandment has instructed the heart and taught [the basis of] faith, so
this commandment leads us forth and directs the mouth and tongue to God. For the
first objects that spring from the heart and manifest themselves are words. Now, as I
have taught above how to answer the question, what it is to have a god, so you must
learn to comprehend simply the meaning of this and all the commandments, and to
apply it to yourself.
If, then, it be asked: How do you understand the Second Commandment, or what is
meant by taking in vain, or misusing God's name? answer briefly thus: It is misusing
God's name when we call upon the Lord God, no matter in what way, for purposes of
falsehood or wrong of any kind. Therefore this commandment enjoins this much, that
God's name must not be appealed to falsely, or taken upon the lips, while the heart
knows well enough, or should know, diﬀerently; as among those who take oaths in
court, where one side lies against the other. For God's name cannot be misused worse
than for the support of falsehood and deceit. Let this remain the exact German and
simplest meaning of this commandment.

