Saturday June 6, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 80
Leader:
Family:

6 “This

O Shepherd of Israel, give ear,
You who lead Joseph like a flock.
You who are seated above the cherubim,
Shine forth.
LORD God of Armies, restore us, and make your face shine,
So we will be saved. Amen.

Bible Reading - Isaiah 44:6–8

is what the Lord says—
Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty:
I am the first and I am the last;
apart from me there is no God.
7 Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it.
Let him declare and lay out before me
what has happened since I established my ancient people,
and what is yet to come—
yes, let them foretell what will come.
8 Do not tremble, do not be afraid.
Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago?
You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me?
No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: How many other gods are there besides the true God of the Bible?
For the grownups: How do these verses address the popular idea that every faith or
belief is just as valid as another?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
From all that dwell below the skies
Let the Creator's praise arise.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let the Redeemer's name be sung
Through ev'ry land, by ev'ry tongue.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
(CW 250)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
*(Note that the verses and words on YouTube are diﬀerent from the hymnal.)
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Saul was a great king, chosen of God, and a godly man; but when he was established
on his throne, and let his heart decline from God, and put his trust in his crown and
power, he had to perish with all that he had, so that none even of his children remained.
David, on the other hand, was a poor, despised man, hunted down and chased, so that
he nowhere felt secure of his life; yet he had to remain in spite of Saul, and become
king. For these words had to abide and come true, since God cannot lie or deceive.
Only let not the devil and the world deceive you with their show, which indeed remains
for a time, but finally is nothing.
Let us, then, learn well the First Commandment, that we may see how God will tolerate
no presumption nor any trust in any other object, and how He requires nothing higher
of us than confidence from the heart for everything good, so that we may proceed right
and straightforward and use all the blessings which God gives no farther than as a
shoemaker uses his needle, awl, and thread for work, and then lays them aside, or as a
traveler uses an inn, and food, and his bed only for temporal necessity, each one in his
station, according to God's order, and without allowing any of these things to be our
lord or idol. Let this suﬃce with respect to the First Commandment, which we have had
to explain at length, since it is of chief importance, because, as before said, where the
heart is rightly disposed toward God and this commandment is observed, all the others
follow.

