Tuesday June 30, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 55
Leader:
Family:

Lord, confuse the wicked, confound their words,
For I see violence and strife in the city.
As for me, I call to God,
And the LORD saves me.
Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you;
He will never let the righteous be shaken. Amen.

Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 3:1-21
3 The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of the
Lord was rare; there were not many visions.
2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was
lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was
lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the Lord called
Samuel.
Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called
me.”
But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.
6 Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said,
“Here I am; you called me.”
“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”
7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been
revealed to him.
8 A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and
said, “Here I am; you called me.”
Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie
down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel
went and lay down in his place.
10 The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
11 And the Lord said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will
make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. 12 At that time I will carry out
against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from beginning to end. 13 For I told
him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons
blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them. 14 Therefore I swore to the house of
Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or oﬀering.’ ”

15 Samuel

lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the
Lord. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my
son.”
Samuel answered, “Here I am.”
17 “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God deal
with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.” 18 So Samuel
told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is the Lord; let him do
what is good in his eyes.”
19 The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall
to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was
attested as a prophet of the Lord. 21 The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, and there
he revealed himself to Samuel through his word.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Who did Samuel think was calling him in the night? Who was actually
calling him?
For the grownups: Evaluate Eli’s advice when the Lord was calling Samuel. Evaluate
his response to the message Samuel relayed.

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Speak, O Savior; I am list'ning,
As a servant to his lord.
Let me show respect and honor
To your holy, precious Word,
That each day, my whole life through,
I may serve and follow you.
Let your Word e'er be my pleasure
And my heart's most precious treasure.
(CW 283)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Should not the heart, then, leap and melt for joy when going to work and doing what is
commanded, saying: Lo, this is better than all holiness of the Carthusians, even though
they kill themselves fasting and praying upon their knees without ceasing? For here
you have a sure text and a divine testimony that He has enjoined this; but concerning
the other He did not command a word. But this is the plight and miserable blindness of
the world that no one believes these things; to such an extent the devil has deceived
us with false holiness and the glamour of our own works.
Therefore I would be very glad (I say it again) if men would open their eyes and ears,
and take this to heart, lest some time we may again be led astray from the pure Word
of God to the lying vanities of the devil. Then, too, all would be well; for parents would
have more joy, love, friendship, and concord in their houses; thus the children could
captivate their parents' hearts. On the other hand, when they are obstinate, and will not
do what they ought until a rod is laid upon their back, they anger both God and their
parents, whereby they deprive themselves of this treasure and joy of conscience, and

lay up for themselves only misfortune. Therefore, as everyone complains, the course of
the world now is such that both young and old are altogether dissolute and beyond
control, have no reverence nor sense of honor, do nothing except as they are driven to
it by blows, and perpetrate what wrong and detraction they can behind each other's
back; therefore God also punishes them, that they sink into all kinds of filth and misery.
As a rule, the parents, too, are themselves stupid and ignorant; one fool trains [teaches]
another, and as they have lived, so live their children after them.

