Wednesday June 3, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 87
Leader:
Family:

How I love your dwelling place,
O LORD of Armies.
My soul grows weak and even wastes away,
As I long for the courtyards of the LORD.
Yes, one day in your courts
Is better than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather wait at the doorway of the house of my God
Than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
For the LORD is a sun and shield.
God gives grace and glory.
The LORD does not withhold any good thing
From those who walk with integrity.
O LORD of Armies,
How blessed is everyone who trusts in you. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Ezekiel 47:1-12

The man brought me back to the entrance to the temple, and I saw water coming out
from under the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The
water was coming down from under the south side of the temple, south of the altar.
2 He then brought me out through the north gate and led me around the outside to the
outer gate facing east, and the water was trickling from the south side.
3 As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured oﬀ a
thousand cubits and then led me through water that was ankle-deep. 4 He measured
oﬀ another thousand cubits and led me through water that was knee-deep. He
measured oﬀ another thousand and led me through water that was up to the waist.
5 He measured oﬀ another thousand, but now it was a river that I could not cross,
because the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river that no one
could cross. 6 He asked me, “Son of man, do you see this?”
Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 7 When I arrived there, I saw a great
number of trees on each side of the river. 8 He said to me, “This water flows toward the
eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, where it enters the Dead Sea. When it
empties into the sea, the salty water there becomes fresh. 9 Swarms of living creatures
will live wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of fish, because this water
flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will live.
10 Fishermen will stand along the shore; from En Gedi to En Eglaim there will be places

for spreading nets. The fish will be of many kinds—like the fish of the Mediterranean
Sea. 11 But the swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt.
12 Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither,
nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit, because the water from the
sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What was flowing out of the temple?
For the grownups: Re-read vs. 9. Why will everything live?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze,
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee,
"How great thou art! How great thou art!"
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee,
"How great thou art! How great thou art!"
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim: "My God, how great thou art!"
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee,
"How great thou art! How great thou art!"
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee,
"How great thou art! How great thou art!"
(CW 256:2,4)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT (Continued)
He has also demonstrated this in all history, as the Scriptures abundantly show and
daily experience still teaches. For from the beginning He has utterly extirpated all
idolatry, and, on account of it, both heathen and Jews; even as at the present day He
overthrows all false worship, so that all who remain therein must finally perish.
Therefore, although proud, powerful, and rich worldlings [Sardanapaluses and
Phalarides, who surpass even the Persians in wealth] are now to be found, who boast
defiantly of their Mammon, with utter disregard whether God is angry at or smiles on
them, and dare to withstand His wrath, yet they shall not succeed, but before they are
aware, they shall be wrecked, with all in which they trusted; as all others have perished
who have thought themselves more secure or powerful.
And just because of such hardened heads who imagine because God connives and
allows them to rest in security, that He either is entirely ignorant or cares nothing about

such matters, He must deal a smashing blow and punish them, so that He cannot
forget it unto children's children; so that everyone may take note and see that this is no
joke to Him. For they are those whom He means when He says: Who hate Me, i.e.,
those who persist in their defiance and pride; whatever is preached or said to them,
they will not listen; when they are reproved, in order that they may learn to know
themselves and amend before the punishment begins, they become mad and foolish
so as to fairly merit wrath, as now we see daily in bishops and princes.

