Saturday June 27, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 49
Leader:
Family:

9 Once

No one can by any means redeem himself.
He cannot give God a ransom for himself.
(Yes, the ransom for their souls is costly.
Any payment would fall short.)
But surely God will redeem my life from the power of the grave.
Yes, he will take me to himself. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 1:9-28

when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now
Eli the priest was sitting on his chair by the doorpost of the Lord’s house. 10 In her deep
anguish Hannah prayed to the Lord, weeping bitterly. 11 And she made a vow, saying,
“Lord Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s misery and remember me, and
not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the
days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.”
12 As she kept on praying to the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was
praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought
she was drunk 14 and said to her, “How long are you going to stay drunk? Put away
your wine.”
15 “Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have
not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the Lord. 16 Do not take
your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish
and grief.”
17 Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have
asked of him.”
18 She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went her way and
ate something, and her face was no longer downcast.
19 Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the Lord and then went
back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah made love to his wife Hannah, and the Lord
remembered her. 20 So in the course of time Hannah became pregnant and gave birth
to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the Lord for him.”
21 When her husband Elkanah went up with all his family to oﬀer the annual sacrifice
to the Lord and to fulfill his vow, 22 Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, “After
the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him before the Lord, and he will live
there always.”
23 “Do what seems best to you,” her husband Elkanah told her. “Stay here until you
have weaned him; only may the Lord make good his word.” So the woman stayed at
home and nursed her son until she had weaned him.

24 After

he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a
three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house
of the Lord at Shiloh. 25 When the bull had been sacrificed, they brought the boy to Eli,
26 and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. As surely as you live, I am the woman who
stood here beside you praying to the Lord. 27 I prayed for this child, and the Lord has
granted me what I asked of him. 28 So now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he
will be given over to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What promise does Hannah make to God if he would give her a child?
For the grownups: Why would that promise be hard to keep?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Let me be yours forever, My faithful God and Lord;
Let me forsake you never Nor wander from your Word.
Lord, do not let me waver But give me steadfastness,
And for such grace and favor Your holy name I'll bless.
(CW 596)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
*Note that the words in the video diﬀer slightly from the hymnal.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Secondly, notice how great, good, and holy a work is here assigned children, which is,
alas! utterly neglected and disregarded, and no one perceives that God has
commanded it, or that it is a holy, divine Word and doctrine. For if it had been regarded
as such, everyone could have inferred that they must be holy men who live according
to these words. Thus there would have been no need of inventing monasticism nor
spiritual orders, but every child would have abided by this commandment, and could
have directed his conscience to God and said: "If I am to do good and holy works, I
know of none better than to render all honor and obedience to my parents, because
God has Himself commanded it. For what God commands must be much and far
nobler than everything that we may devise ourselves; and since there is no higher or
better teacher to be found than God, there can be no better doctrine, indeed, than He
gives forth. Now, He teaches fully what we should do if we wish to perform truly good
works; and by commanding them, He shows that they please Him. If, then, it is God
who commands this, and who knows not how to appoint anything better, I will never
improve upon it."
Behold, in this manner we would have had a godly child properly taught, reared in true
blessedness, and kept at home in obedience to his parents and in their service, so that
men should have had blessing and joy from the spectacle. However, God's
commandment was not permitted to be thus [with such care and diligence]
commended, but had to be neglected and trampled underfoot, so that a child could
not lay it to heart, and meanwhile gaped [like a panting wolf] at the devices which we
set up, without once [consulting or] giving reverence to God.

