Thursday June 25, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 64
Leader:
Family:

Then all the people will be afraid.
They will proclaim the work of God.
They will consider what he has done.
Let the righteous rejoice in the LORD
And take refuge in him.
Let all the upright in heart be confident! Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Acts 18:1-11
18 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila,
a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because
Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he
was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he
reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.
5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively
to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they
opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to
them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to
the Gentiles.”
7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a
worshiper of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in
the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized.
9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking,
do not be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you,
because I have many people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a
half, teaching them the word of God.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What promise did the Lord give Paul as he worked in Corinth? (verses 9 &
10)
For the grownups: What makes it possible for pastors and teachers at Salem to devote
their full time to ministry? Why is that such a good thing?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Savior, thy dying love Thou gavest me;
Nor should I aught withhold, Dear Lord, from thee.
In love my soul would bow, My heart fulfill its vow,
Some oﬀ'ring bring thee now, Something for thee.
Give me a faithful heart, Likeness to thee,
That each departing day Henceforth may see
Some work of love begun, Some deed of kindness done,
Some wand'rer sought and won, Something for thee.
(CW 488:1,3)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT
Thus far we have learned the first three commandments, which relate to God. First,
that with our whole heart we trust in Him, and fear and love Him throughout all our life.
Secondly, that we do not misuse His holy name in the support of falsehood or any bad
work, but employ it to the praise of God and the profit and salvation of our neighbor
and ourselves. Thirdly, that on holidays and when at rest we diligently treat and urge
God's Word, so that all our actions and our entire life be ordered according to it. Now
follow the other seven, which relate to our neighbor, among which the first and greatest
is:
Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother.
To this estate of fatherhood and motherhood God has given the special distinction
above all estates that are beneath it that He not simply commands us to love our
parents, but to honor them. For with respect to brothers, sisters, and our neighbors in
general He commands nothing higher than that we love them, so that He separates
and distinguishes father and mother above all other persons upon earth, and places
them at His side. For it is a far higher thing to honor than to love one, inasmuch as it
comprehends not only love, but also modesty, humility, and deference as to a majesty
there hidden, and requires not only that they be addressed kindly and with reverence,
but, most of all, that both in heart and with the body we so act as to show that we
esteem them very highly, and that, next to God, we regard them as the very highest.
For one whom we are to honor from the heart we must truly regard as high and great.

