Wednesday June 24, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 6
Leader:
Family:

Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger.
Do not discipline me in your wrath.
Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am fading away
Heal me, LORD, for my bones are trembling
I will thank the Lord because of his righteousness,
And I will make music to the name of the LORD Most High. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Acts 17:1-15
17 When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they
came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his custom,
Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from
the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suﬀer and rise from the
dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah,” he said. 4 Some of the Jews
were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing
Greeks and quite a few prominent women.
5 But other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the
marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house
in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. 6 But when they did
not find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers before the city oﬃcials,
shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come
here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s
decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8 When they heard this,
the crowd and the city oﬃcials were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason and
the others post bond and let them go.
10 As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On
arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of
more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with
great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was
true. 12 As a result, many of them believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek
women and many Greek men.
13 But when the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of
God at Berea, some of them went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up.
14 The believers immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at
Berea. 15 Those who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with
instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What was the main, repeated message of Paul’s preaching? (See verses 2
& 3.)
For the grownups: What good example do the Bereans serve for us today?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
My faith looks up to thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine.
Now hear me while I pray;
Take all my guilt away;
Oh, let me from this day
Be wholly thine!

May thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart;
My zeal inspire!
As thou hast died for me,
Oh, may my love to thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be,
A living fire!
(CW 402:1,2)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE THIRD COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Know, therefore, that you must be concerned not only about hearing, but also about
learning and retaining it in memory, and do not think that it is optional with you or of no
great importance, but that it is God's commandment, who will require of you how you
have heard, learned, and honored His Word.
Likewise those fastidious spirits are to be reproved who, when they have heard a
sermon or two, find it tedious and dull, thinking that they know all that well enough,
and need no more instruction. For just that is the sin which has been hitherto reckoned
among mortal sins, and is called akadia, i.e., torpor or satiety, a malignant, dangerous
plague with which the devil bewitches and deceives the hearts of many, that he may
surprise us and secretly withdraw God's Word from us.
For let me tell you this, even though you know it perfectly and be already master in all
things, still you are daily in the dominion of the devil, who ceases neither day nor night
to steal unawares upon you, to kindle in your heart unbelief and wicked thoughts
against the foregoing and all the commandments. Therefore you must always have
God's Word in your heart, upon your lips, and in your ears. But where the heart is idle,
and the Word does not sound, he breaks in and has done the damage before we are
aware. On the other hand, such is the eﬃcacy of the Word, whenever it is seriously
contemplated, heard, and used, that it is bound never to be without fruit, but always
awakens new understanding, pleasure, and devoutness, and produces a pure heart
and pure thoughts. For these words are not inoperative or dead, but creative, living
words. 102] And even though no other interest or necessity impel us, yet this ought to
urge everyone thereunto, because thereby the devil is put to Right and driven away,
and, besides, this commandment is fulfilled, and [this exercise in the Word] is more
pleasing to God than any work of hypocrisy, however brilliant.

