Tuesday June 23, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 7
Leader:
Family:

O Lord my God, in you I take refuge.
Save me from all my pursuers and deliver me.
My shield is God, who’s aves the upright in heart.
God, the judge, is righteous, but he is a God who expresses his wrath
every day.
I will thank the Lord because of his righteousness,
And I will make music to the name of the LORD Most High.

Bible Reading - Judges 13:1-5; 9-24
13 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, so the Lord delivered them into
the hands of the Philistines for forty years.
2 A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from the clan of the Danites, had a wife
who was childless, unable to give birth. 3 The angel of the Lord appeared to her and
said, “You are barren and childless, but you are going to become pregnant and give
birth to a son. 4 Now see to it that you drink no wine or other fermented drink and that
you do not eat anything unclean. 5 You will become pregnant and have a son whose
head is never to be touched by a razor because the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicated
to God from the womb. He will take the lead in delivering Israel from the hands of the
Philistines.”
9 God heard Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman while she
was out in the field; but her husband Manoah was not with her. 10 The woman hurried
to tell her husband, “He’s here! The man who appeared to me the other day!”
11 Manoah got up and followed his wife. When he came to the man, he said, “Are
you the man who talked to my wife?”
“I am,” he said.
12 So Manoah asked him, “When your words are fulfilled, what is to be the rule that
governs the boy’s life and work?”
13 The angel of the Lord answered, “Your wife must do all that I have told her. 14 She
must not eat anything that comes from the grapevine, nor drink any wine or other
fermented drink nor eat anything unclean. She must do everything I have commanded
her.”
15 Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “We would like you to stay until we prepare
a young goat for you.”
16 The angel of the Lord replied, “Even though you detain me, I will not eat any of
your food. But if you prepare a burnt oﬀering, oﬀer it to the Lord.” (Manoah did not
realize that it was the angel of the Lord.)

17 Then

Manoah inquired of the angel of the Lord, “What is your name, so that we
may honor you when your word comes true?”
18 He replied, “Why do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding.” 19 Then
Manoah took a young goat, together with the grain oﬀering, and sacrificed it on a rock
to the Lord. And the Lord did an amazing thing while Manoah and his wife watched:
20 As the flame blazed up from the altar toward heaven, the angel of the Lord ascended
in the flame. Seeing this, Manoah and his wife fell with their faces to the ground.
21 When the angel of the Lord did not show himself again to Manoah and his wife,
Manoah realized that it was the angel of the Lord.
22 “We are doomed to die!” he said to his wife. “We have seen God!”
23 But his wife answered, “If the Lord had meant to kill us, he would not have
accepted a burnt oﬀering and grain oﬀering from our hands, nor shown us all these
things or now told us this.”
24 The woman gave birth to a boy and named him Samson. He grew and the Lord
blessed him,

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Who is the baby born here and what do you know about him?
For the grownups: How can you tell the Angel of the Lord is the Lord God himself?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days;
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for thee.
(CW 469:1,6)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE THIRD COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Since, therefore, so much depends upon God's Word that without it no holy day can be
sanctified, we must know that God insists upon a strict observance of this
commandment, and will punish all who despise His Word and are not willing to hear
and learn it, especially at the time appointed for the purpose.
Therefore not only those sin against this commandment who grossly misuse and
desecrate the holy day, as those who on account of their greed or frivolity neglect to
hear God's Word or lie in taverns and are dead drunk like swine; but also that other
crowd, who listen to God's Word as to any other trifle, and only from custom come to
preaching, and go away again, and at the end of the year know as little of it as at the
beginning. For hitherto the opinion prevailed that you had properly hallowed Sunday
when you had heard a mass or the Gospel read; but no one cared for God's Word, as
also no one taught it. Now, while we have God's Word, we nevertheless do not correct
the abuse; we suﬀer ourselves to be preached to and admonished, but we listen
without seriousness and care.

