Saturday June 20, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 119
Leader:
Family:

11 The

How blessed are those who are blameless in their way,
Who walk in the law of the LORD.
You have commanded that your precepts be kept completely.
If only my ways were unwavering in keeping your statutes!
Then I would not be put to shame
When I consider all your commands.
I will thank you with an upright heart
As I learn your righteous judgments.
I will keep your statutes.
Do not abandon me completely. Amen.

Bible Reading - Judges 6:11-24

angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged
to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to
keep it from the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said,
“The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”
13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with us, why has all this
happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about when they
said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us
and given us into the hand of Midian.”
14 The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out
of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”
15 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.”
16 The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites,
leaving none alive.”
17 Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is
really you talking to me. 18 Please do not go away until I come back and bring my
oﬀering and set it before you.”
And the Lord said, “I will wait until you return.”
19 Gideon went inside, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour he made
bread without yeast. Putting the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought
them out and oﬀered them to him under the oak.
20 The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place
them on this rock, and pour out the broth.” And Gideon did so. 21 Then the angel of the
Lord touched the meat and the unleavened bread with the tip of the staﬀ that was in

his hand. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel
of the Lord disappeared. 22 When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the Lord, he
exclaimed, “Alas, Sovereign Lord! I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face!”
23 But the Lord said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.”
24 So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there and called it The Lord Is Peace. To this
day it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What had God chosen Gideon to do?
For the grownups: Gideon’s first question (v13) is very relatable. How does God
answer him?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Let the world despise and leave me; They have left my Savior, too.
Human hearts and looks deceive me; You are not, like them, untrue.
And since you have smiled upon me, God of wisdom, love, and might,
Foes may hate and friends may shun me - Show your face, and all is bright.
(CW 465:2)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE THIRD COMMANDMENT (Continued)
And, indeed we Christians ought always to keep such a holy day, and be occupied with
nothing but holy things, i.e., daily be engaged upon God's Word, and carry it in our
hearts and upon our lips. But (as has been said) since we do not at all times have
leisure, we must devote several hours a week for the sake of the young, or at least a
day for the sake of the entire multitude, to being concerned about this alone, and
especially urge the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer, and thus
direct our whole life and being according to God's Word. At whatever time, then, this is
being observed and practised, there a true holy day is being kept; otherwise it shall not
be called a Christians' holy day. For, indeed, non- Christians can also cease from work
and be idle, just as the entire swarm of our ecclesiastics, who stand daily in the
churches, singing, and ringing bells but keeping no holy day holy, because they neither
preach nor practise God's Word, but teach and live contrary to it.
For the Word of God is the sanctuary above all sanctuaries, yea, the only one which we
Christians know and have. For though we had the bones of all the saints or all holy and
consecrated garments upon a heap, still that would help us nothing; for all that is a
dead thing which can sanctify nobody. But God's Word is the treasure which sanctifies
everything, and by which even all the saints themselves were sanctified. At whatever
hour, then, God's Word is taught, preached, heard, read or meditated upon, there the
person, day, and work are sanctified thereby, not because of the external work, but
because of the Word, which makes saints of us all. Therefore I constantly say that all
our life and work must be ordered according to God's Word, if it is to be God-pleasing
or holy. Where this is done, this commandment is in force and being fulfilled.

