Tuesday June 2, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 48
Leader:
Family:

The LORD is great. He deserves to be praised
In the city of our God, on his holy mountain.
Inside your temple, O God,
We meditate on your mercy
Your praise, O God, reaches to the ends of the earth,
Just as your fame does.
For this God is our God forever and ever.
He will guide us beyond death. Alleluia!

37 When

Bible Reading - Acts 2:37-47

the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the
other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far oﬀ—for all whom the
Lord our God will call.”
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders
and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had
everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who
had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising
God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily
those who were being saved.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: How many people came to faith in Jesus on Pentecost?

For the grownups: Verses 37-41 are the conclusion of Peter’s sermon from yesterday’s
devotion. Proclaiming the gospel (good news of salvation in Jesus) is the goal of every
sermon. How does Peter share the gospel with the people whose hearts had been cut
by his preaching of the law?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Here we have a firm foundation, Here the refuge of the lost;
Christ's the rock of our salvation, His the name of which we boast.
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, Sacrifice to cancel guilt -None shall ever be confounded Who on him their hope have built.
(CW 127:4)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT (Continued)
In order that it may be seen that God will not have this commandment thrown to the
winds, but will most strictly enforce it, He has attached to it first a terrible threat, and
then a beautiful, comforting promise which is also to be urged and impressed upon
young people, that they may take it to heart and retain it:
For I am the Lord, thy God, strong and jealous, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me; and
showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me and keep My
commandments.
Although these words relate to all the commandments (as we shall hereafter learn), yet
they are joined to this chief commandment because it is of first importance that men
have a right head; for where the head is right, the whole life must be right, and vice
versa. Learn, therefore, from these words how angry God is with those who trust in
anything but Him, and again, how good and gracious He is to those who trust and
believe in Him alone with the whole heart; so that His anger does not cease until the
fourth generation, while, on the other hand, His blessing and goodness extend to many
thousands, lest you live in such security and commit yourself to chance, as men of
brutal heart, who think that it makes no great diﬀerence [how they live]. He is a God
who will not leave it unavenged if men turn from Him, and will not cease to be angry
until the fourth generation, even until they are utterly exterminated. Therefore He is to
be feared, and not to be despised.

