Wednesday June 17, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 5
Leader:
Family:

19 Now

LORD, in the morning you hear my voice.
In the morning I lay out my requests in front of you, and I watch for your
answer.
For you are not a God who takes pleasure in evil.
With you the wicked cannot dwell.
The arrogant cannot stand before your eyes.
You hate all evildoers.
But as for me, by your great mercy I will enter your house.
I will bow down toward your holy temple with reverence for you.
Let all who take refuge in you be glad.
Let them sing for joy forever.
You cover them with protection,
So that those who love your name rejoice in you. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Acts 11:19-30

those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when
Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the
word only among Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went
to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the
Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed
and turned to the Lord.
22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to
Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good
man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the
Lord.
25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he
brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church
and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at
Antioch.
27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of
them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine
would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of
Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the

brothers and sisters living in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by
Barnabas and Saul.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What gave Barnabas such joy when he got to Antioch?
For the grownups: In what ways are the operations of the early church similar to the
church today? In what ways are they diﬀerent?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Make us the channels of your love,
Your endless mercy, pow'r, and peace.
So build your Church in ev'ry place,
And day by day its strength increase.
May we hold high the cross of Christ,
Who rose and lives eternally,
That all in him their Savior see
And sing the hymn of jubilee.
(CW 535:3)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE THIRD COMMANDMENT
Thou shalt sanctify the holy day. [Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.]
The word holy day (Feiertag) is rendered from the Hebrew word sabbath which properly
signifies to rest, that is, to abstain from labor. Hence we are accustomed to say,
Feierabend machen [that is, to cease working], or heiligen Abend geben [sanctify the
Sabbath]. Now, in the Old Testament, God separated the seventh day, and appointed it
for rest, and commanded that it should be regarded as holy above all others. As
regards this external observance, this commandment was given to the Jews alone, that
they should abstain from toilsome work, and rest, so that both man and beast might
recuperate, and not be weakened by unremitting labor. Although they afterwards
restricted this too closely, and grossly abused it, so that they traduced and could not
endure in Christ those works which they themselves were accustomed to do on that
day, as we read in the Gospel; just as though the commandment were fulfilled by doing
no external, [manual] work whatever, which, however, was not the meaning, but, as we
shall hear, that they sanctify the holy day or day of rest.
This commandment, therefore, according to its gross sense, does not concern us
Christians; for it is altogether an external matter, like other ordinances of the Old
Testament, which were attached to particular customs, persons, times, and places, and
now have been made free through Christ.

But to grasp a Christian meaning for the simple as to what God requires in this
commandment, note that we keep holy days not for the sake of intelligent and learned
Christians (for they have no need of it [holy days]), but first of all for bodily causes and
necessities, which nature teaches and requires; for the common people, man-servants
and maid-servants, who have been attending to their work and trade the whole week,
that for a day they may retire in order to rest and be refreshed.

