Tuesday June 16, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 41
Leader:
Family:

How blessed is the person who understands the plight of the weak!
May the LORD deliver him in the day of trouble.
May the LORD guard him and keep him alive.
May he be blessed in the land.
I said, “Lord, have mercy on me.
Heal my soul, for I have sinned against you.”
My enemies speak evil about me:
“When will he die and his name perish?”
But you, LORD, have mercy on me.
Raise me up, so that I can repay them.
Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
From eternity to eternity. Amen and Amen.

Bible Reading - Acts 10:1-48
10 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as
the Italian Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave
generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in
the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and
said, “Cornelius!”
4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked.
The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a
memorial oﬀering before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named
Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the
sea.”
7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants
and a devout soldier who was one of his attendants. 8 He told them everything that had
happened and sent them to Joppa.
9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the
city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to
eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven
opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners.
12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a
voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”
14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.”

15 The

voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has
made clean.”
16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven.
17 While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by
Cornelius found out where Simon’s house was and stopped at the gate. 18 They called
out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter was staying there.
19 While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three
men are looking for you. 20 So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with
them, for I have sent them.”
21 Peter went down and said to the men, “I’m the one you’re looking for. Why have
you come?”
22 The men replied, “We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous
and God-fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him
to ask you to come to his house so that he could hear what you have to say.” 23 Then
Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests.
The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the believers from Joppa
went along. 24 The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them
and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter entered the house,
Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up.
“Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man myself.”
27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people.
28 He said to them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate
with or visit a Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or
unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why
you sent for me?”
30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at
three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31 and said,
‘Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. 32 Send
to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner,
who lives by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to come.
Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has
commanded you to tell us.”
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show
favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is
right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good
news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has
happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John preached—38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power
of the devil, because God was with him.
39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the
dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people,
but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.”
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard
the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard
them speaking in tongues and praising God.
Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with
water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a
few days.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What did Peter learn in this series of events? (See verse 34 if you are
stumped.)
For the grownups: Believers with Jewish backgrounds struggled with the temptation
to believe they were superior than non-Jewish converts. (After all, they had followed
God’s Word all along, and had all the special cultural practices God had prescribed for
believers as they waited for the Savior. Many of them continued to follow Jewish
cultural traditions even after coming to faith in Jesus.) What similar temptations do we
sometimes face today when we encounter believers with other cultures and
backgrounds? How can we apply Peter’s epiphany in vs 34 to our own attitudes about
fellow believers?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
In Christ there is no east or west, In him no south or north,
But one great fellowship of love Throughout the whole wide earth.

(CW 539)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
*Note the words in the video diﬀer slightly from the hymnal.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SECOND COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Behold, thus we might train our youth, in a childlike way and playfully in the fear and
honor of God, so that the First and Second Commandments might be well observed
and in constant practise, Then some good might take root, spring up and bear fruit,
and men grow up whom an entire land might relish and enjoy. Moreover, this would be
the true way to bring up children well as long as they can become trained with
kindness and delight. For what must be enforced with rods and blows only will not
develop into a good breed, and at best they will remain godly under such treatment no
longer than while the rod is upon their back.
But this [manner of training] so spreads its roots in the heart that they fear God more
than rods and clubs. This I say with such simplicity for the sake of the young, that it
may penetrate their minds. For since we are preaching to children, we must also prattle
with them. Thus we have prevented the abuse and have taught the right use of the
divine name, which should consist not only in words, but also in practise and life, so
that we may know that God is well pleased with this, and will as richly reward it as He
will terribly punish the abuse.

