Monday June 15, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 8
Leader:
Family:

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
Set this glory of yours above the heavens.
What is man that you remember him,
The son of man that you pay attention to him!
Nevertheless, you make him suﬀer need,
Apart from God for a while, but you crown him with glory and honor.
You make him the ruler over the works of your hands.
You put everything under his feet:
All flocks and cattle, and even the wild animals,
The birds of the sky, and the fish of the sea,
Which pass through the currents of the seas.
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Acts 9:1-1

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples.
He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus,
so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he
might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey,
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a
voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the
city, and you will be told what you must do.”
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did
not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could
see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind,
and did not eat or drink anything.
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a
vision, “Ananias!”
“Yes, Lord,” he answered.
11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a
man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named
Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.”

13 “Lord,”

Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the
harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with
authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim
my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him
how much he must suﬀer for my name.”
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were
coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy
Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see
again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his
strength.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: How did Jesus show Saul his sinfulness?
For the grownups: What lessons about conversion can we learn from this dramatic
conversion story? (Think, “Did Saul choose Jesus?” “Would Saul have chosen Jesus?”)

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
I hear the Savior calling! The gospel comes to me.
My eyes once closed in blindness Are opened now to see
That I myself was helpless To live eternally,
But, dying, Christ did save me, And now he calls for me!
(CW 560)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
*Note that this is Koine’s musical setting, which diﬀers from the hymnal tune.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SECOND COMMANDMENT (Continued)
This is also a blessed and useful habit and very eﬀectual against the devil, who is ever
about us, and lies in wait to bring us into sin and shame, calamity and trouble, but who
is very loath to hear God's name, and cannot remain long where it is uttered and called
upon from the heart. And, indeed, many a terrible and shocking calamity would befall
us if, by our calling upon His name, God did not preserve us. I have myself tried it, and
learned by experience that often sudden great calamity was immediately averted and
removed during such invocation. To vex the devil, I say, we should always have this
holy name in our mouth, so that he may not be able to injure us as he wishes.
For this end it is also of service that we form the habit of daily commending ourselves
to God, with soul and body, wife, children, servants, and all that we have, against every
need that may occur; whence also the blessing and thanksgiving at meals, and other
prayers, morning and evening, have originated and remain in use. Likewise the practice
of children to cross themselves when anything monstrous or terrible is seen or heard,
and to exclaim: "Lord God, protect us!" "Help, dear Lord Jesus!" etc. Thus, too, if any
one meets with unexpected good fortune, however trivial, that he say: "God be praised
and thanked; this God has bestowed on me!" etc., as formerly the children were
accustomed to fast and pray to St. Nicholas and other saints. This would be more
pleasing and acceptable to God than all monasticism and Carthusian sanctity.

