Saturday June 13, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 135
Leader:
Family:

26 Now

Praise the name of the LORD.
Praise him, you servants of the LORD,
Yes, I know that the LORD is great.
Our Lord is greater than all gods.
The LORD does whatever he pleases
In the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and in all the depths.
LORD, your name stands forever.
LORD, your reputation remains through all generations. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Acts 8:26–40

an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met
an Ethiopian eunuch, an important oﬃcial in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake
(which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship,
28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the
prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet.
“Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to
come up and sit with him.
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.”
34 The

eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about,
himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and
told him the good news about Jesus.
36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said,
“Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” [37] 38 And he
gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the
water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his

way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the
gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Who sent Philip to the Ethiopian man?
For the grownups: God went to extreme lengths to bring the gospel to the Ethiopian.
Philip got to be part of that. How might you be part of God’s plan to bring the gospel to
someone?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Send forth, O Lord, to ev'ry place
Swift messengers before your face,
The heralds of your wondrous grace,
Where you yourself will come.
(CW 572)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
*Note that the words in the video are slightly diﬀerent from the hymnal.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SECOND COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Therefore I advise and exhort as before that by means of warning and threatening,
restraint and punishment, the children be trained betimes to shun falsehood, and
especially to avoid the use of God's name in its support. For where they are allowed to
do as they please, no good will result, as is even now evident that the world is worse
than it has ever been, and that there is no government, no obedience, no fidelity, no
faith, but only daring, unbridled men, whom no teaching or reproof helps; all of which is
God's wrath and punishment for such wanton contempt of this commandment.
On the other hand, they should be constantly urged and incited to honor God's name,
and to have it always upon their lips in everything that may happen to them or come to
their notice. For that is the true honor of His name, to look to it and implore it for all
consolation, so that (as we have heard above) first the heart by faith gives God the
honor due Him, and afterwards the lips by confession.

