Wednesday June 10, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 75
Leader:
Family:

32 All

We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks.
Your wonderful deeds reveal that your name is near.
Indeed, power to promote someone does not come
From the east or from the west or from the wilderness.
No, it is God who makes the decision.
He brings down one. He raises up another.
As for me, I will proclaim this forever.
I will make music for the God of Jacob.
I will cut oﬀ all the horns of the wicked.
The horns of the righteous will be lifted up. Amen.

Bible Reading - Acts 4:32–5:10

the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their
possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace
was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them.
For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money
from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who
had need.
36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means
“son of encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at
the apostles’ feet.
Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of
property. 2 With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself,
but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet.
3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you
have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received
for the land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t
the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not
lied just to human beings but to God.”
5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who
heard what had happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his
body, and carried him out and buried him.
7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter
asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?”
“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”

9 Peter

said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen!
The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you
out also.”
10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in
and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: How did the believers take care of each other?
For the grownups: It might not seem fair that Ananias and Sapphira were punished for
an act of charity, but keeping some of the money from their sale wasn’t the sin. What
was their sin?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Forgive us, Lord, for selfish thanks and praise,
For words that speak at variance with deeds.
Forgive our thanks for walking pleasant ways,
Unmindful of a broken brother's needs.
Open our eyes to see your love's intent,
To know with minds and hearts its depth and height.
Let thankful days in loving labor spent
Reflect the truly Christ-like life and light.
(CW 482:3,4)
A Recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SECOND COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Here, then, let us learn and take to heart the great importance of this commandment,
that with all diligence we may guard against and dread every misuse of the holy name,
as the greatest sin that can be outwardly committed. For to lie and deceive is in itself a
great sin, but is greatly aggravated when we attempt to justify it, and seek to confirm it
by invoking the name of God and using it as a cloak for shame, so that from a single lie
a double lie, nay, manifold lies, result.
For this reason, too, God has added a solemn threat to this commandment, to wit: For
the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain. That is: It shall not be
condoned to any one nor pass unpunished. For as little as He will leave it unavenged if
any one turn his heart from Him, as little will He suﬀer His name to be employed for
dressing up a lie. 58] Now, alas! it is a common calamity in all the world that there are
as few who are not using the name of God for purposes of lying and all wickedness as
there are those who with their heart trust alone in God.

