Monday June 1, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 33
Leader:
Family:

Our souls wait for the LORD.
He is our help and our shield.
Yes, in him our heart rejoices,
Because we trust in his holy name.
May your mercy, O LORD, be on us,
Even as we wait confidently for you. Amen.

14 Then

Bible Reading - Acts 2:14-36

Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen
carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in
the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17 “

‘In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21 And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
22 “Fellow

Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God
to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you
yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him
to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death,
because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him:
“ ‘I saw the Lord always before me.

Because he is at my right hand,
I will not be shaken.
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
my body also will rest in hope,
27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,
you will not let your holy one see decay.
28 You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will fill me with joy in your presence.’
29 “Fellow

Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was
buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God
had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne.
31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was
not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised
this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he
has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you
now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,
“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand
35 until I make your enemies
a footstool for your feet.” ’
36 “Therefore

let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Peter is preaching a sermon to the people gathered in Jerusalem on
Pentecost. The most important part of preaching is telling people about Jesus. What
does Peter tell the people about Jesus?
For the grownups: Part of preaching is applying God’s law to people to convict them
of their sins. In what way(s) does Peter apply the law to the people in his sermon?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Stricken, smitten, and aﬄicted, See him dying on the tree!
'Tis the Christ, by man rejected; Yes, my soul, 'tis he, 'tis he.
'Tis the long-expected Prophet, David's Son, yet David's Lord;
Proofs I see suﬃcient of it: 'Tis the true and faithful Word.
(CW 127:1)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT (Continued)
For even though otherwise we experience much good from men, still whatever we
receive by His command or arrangement is all received from God. For our parents, and
all rulers, and everyone besides with respect to his neighbor, have received from God
the command that they should do us all manner of good, so that we receive these
blessings not from them, but, through them, from God. For creatures are only the
hands, channels, and means whereby God gives all things, as He gives to the mother
breasts and milk to oﬀer to her child, and corn and all manner of produce from the
earth for nourishment, none of which blessings could be produced by any creature of
itself.

Therefore no man should presume to take or give anything except as God has
commanded, in order that it may be acknowledged as God's gift, and thanks may be
rendered Him for it, as this commandment requires. On this account also these means
of receiving good gifts through creatures are not to be rejected, neither should we in
presumption seek other ways and means than God has commanded. For that would
not be receiving from God, but seeking of ourselves.
Let everyone, then, see to it that he esteem this commandment great and high above
all things, and do not regard it as a joke. Ask and examine your heart diligently, and you
will find whether it cleaves to God alone or not. If you have a heart that can expect of
Him nothing but what is good, especially in want and distress, and that, moreover,
renounces and forsakes everything that is not God, then you have the only true God. If,
on the contrary, it cleaves to anything else, of which it expects more good and help
than of God, and does not take refuge in Him, but in adversity flees from Him, then you
have an idol, another god.

