Thursday July 9, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 112
Leader:
Family:

How blessed is a man who fears the LORD.
In his commands he delights greatly.
Surely he will never fall.
The righteous will be remembered forever.
He will not fear bad news. His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
His heart is secure.
He will have no fear,
Until he looks in triumph on his foes.
He scatters seed—
He gives to the poor.
His righteousness stands forever.
His horn will be lifted high in glory. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 13:1-14
13 Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel fortytwo years.
2 Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two thousand were with him at
Mikmash and in the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan at
Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of the men he sent back to their homes.
3 Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba, and the Philistines heard about
it. Then Saul had the trumpet blown throughout the land and said, “Let the Hebrews
hear!” 4 So all Israel heard the news: “Saul has attacked the Philistine outpost, and now
Israel has become obnoxious to the Philistines.” And the people were summoned to
join Saul at Gilgal.
5 The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six
thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They
went up and camped at Mikmash, east of Beth Aven. 6 When the Israelites saw that
their situation was critical and that their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and
thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns. 7 Some Hebrews even crossed the
Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead.
Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear. 8 He
waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and
Saul’s men began to scatter. 9 So he said, “Bring me the burnt oﬀering and the
fellowship oﬀerings.” And Saul oﬀered up the burnt oﬀering. 10 Just as he finished
making the oﬀering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him.

11 “What

have you done?” asked Samuel.
Saul replied, “When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come
at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Mikmash, 12 I thought, ‘Now
the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the Lord’s
favor.’ So I felt compelled to oﬀer the burnt oﬀering.”
13 “You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You have not kept the command
the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over
Israel for all time. 14 But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a
man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people, because you have not
kept the Lord’s command.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Where did the Israelites hide in fear?
For the grownups: Saul was supposed to wait to attack the Philistines until after
Samuel arrived and they could seek God’s blessing together. How did Saul violate this
agreement? What does his violation show?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
If you but trust in God to guide you
And place your confidence in him,
He'll give you strength and stand beside you
When days are dreary, dark, and dim.
For those who trust his changeless love
Build on the rock that does not move.
(CW 444)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
*Note that the words in the video diﬀer slightly from the hymnal.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Indeed, we feel our misfortune, we murmur and complain of unfaithfulness, violence,
and injustice, but will not see that we ourselves are knaves who have fully deserved
this punishment, and yet are not thereby reformed. We will have no favor and
happiness, therefore it is but fair that we have nothing but misfortune without mercy.
There must still be somewhere upon earth some godly people because God continues
to grant us so much good! On our own account we should not have a farthing in the
house nor a straw in the field. All this I have been obliged to urge with so many words,
in hope that someone may take it to heart, that we may be relieved of the blindness
and misery in which we are steeped so deeply, and may truly understand the Word and
will of God, and earnestly accept it. For thence we would learn how we could have joy,
happiness, and salvation enough, both temporal and eternal.
Thus we have two kinds of fathers presented in this commandment, fathers in blood
and fathers in oﬃce, or those to whom belongs the care of the family, and those to
whom belongs the care of the country. Besides these there are yet spiritual fathers; not
like those in the Papacy, who have indeed had themselves called thus, but have

performed no function of the paternal oﬃce. For those only are called spiritual fathers
who govern and guide us by the Word of God; as St. Paul boasts his fatherhood 1 Cor.
4:15, where he says: In Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the Gospel. Now,
since they are fathers they are entitled to their honor, even above all others. But here it
is bestowed least; for the way which the world knows for honoring them is to drive
them out of the country and to grudge them a piece of bread, and, in short, they must
be (as says St. Paul, 1 Cor. 4:13) as the filth of the world and everybody's refuse and
foot rag.

