Tuesday July 7, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 71
Leader:
Family:

Your righteousness, God, reaches to the heights.
You have done great things.
God, who is like you,
You who have made us see many troubles and disasters?
You will give us life again.
From the depths of the earth you will bring me up again.
My lips will shout with joy when I make music to you.
Even my soul, which you have redeemed, will shout. Amen.

17 Samuel

Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 10:17-27

summoned the people of Israel to the Lord at Mizpah 18 and said to them,
“This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I brought Israel up out of Egypt, and I
delivered you from the power of Egypt and all the kingdoms that oppressed you.’ 19 But
you have now rejected your God, who saves you out of all your disasters and
calamities. And you have said, ‘No, appoint a king over us.’ So now present yourselves
before the Lord by your tribes and clans.”
20 When Samuel had all Israel come forward by tribes, the tribe of Benjamin was
taken by lot. 21 Then he brought forward the tribe of Benjamin, clan by clan, and Matri’s
clan was taken. Finally Saul son of Kish was taken. But when they looked for him, he
was not to be found. 22 So they inquired further of the Lord, “Has the man come here
yet?”
And the Lord said, “Yes, he has hidden himself among the supplies.”
23 They ran and brought him out, and as he stood among the people he was a head
taller than any of the others. 24 Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see the man the
Lord has chosen? There is no one like him among all the people.”
Then the people shouted, “Long live the king!”
25 Samuel explained to the people the rights and duties of kingship. He wrote them
down on a scroll and deposited it before the Lord. Then Samuel dismissed the people
to go to their own homes.
26 Saul also went to his home in Gibeah, accompanied by valiant men whose hearts
God had touched. 27 But some scoundrels said, “How can this fellow save us?” They
despised him and brought him no gifts. But Saul kept silent.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Where was Saul when the people looked for him to make him king?
For the grownups: Why is Saul’s fear and timidity both understandable, but
unnecessary?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
I am trusting you, Lord Jesus, Trusting only you,
Trusting you for full salvation, Free and true.
I am trusting you to guide me; You alone shall lead,
Ev'ry day and hour supplying All my need.

I am trusting you for power; You can never fail.
Words which you yourself shall give me Must prevail.
(CW 446:1,4,5)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
If this truth, then, could be impressed upon the poor people, a servant-girl would leap
and praise and thank God; and with her tidy work for which she receives support and
wages she would acquire such a treasure as all that are esteemed the greatest saints
have not obtained. Is it not an excellent boast to know and say that, if you perform your
daily domestic task, this is better than all the sanctity and ascetic life of monks? And
you have the promise, in addition, that you shall prosper in all good and fare well. How
can you lead a more blessed or holier life as far as your works are concerned? For in
the sight of God faith is what really renders a person holy, and alone serves Him, but
the works are for the service of man. 148] There you have everything good, protection
and defense in the Lord, a joyful conscience and a gracious God besides, who will
reward you a hundredfold, so that you are even a nobleman if you be only pious and
obedient. But if not, you have, in the first place, nothing but the wrath and displeasure
of God, no peace of heart, and afterwards all manner of plagues and misfortunes.
Whoever will not be influenced by this and inclined to godliness we hand over to the
hangman and to the skeleton-man. Therefore let everyone who allows himself to be
advised remember that God is not making sport, and know that it is God who speaks
with you and demands obedience. If you obey Him, you are His dear child; but if you
despise to do it, then take shame, misery, and grief for your reward.
The same also is to be said of obedience to civil government, which (as we have said)
is all embraced in the estate of fatherhood and extends farthest of all relations. For
here the father is not one of a single family, but of as many people as he has tenants,
citizens, or subjects. For through them, as through our parents, God gives to us food,
house and home, protection and security. Therefore, since they bear such name and
title with all honor as their highest dignity, it is our duty to honor them and to esteem
them great as the dearest treasure and the most precious jewel upon earth.

