Friday July 31, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 145
Leader:
Family:

I will exalt you, my God, the King,
And I will bless your name forever and ever.
Great is the LORD and worthy of great praise,
And there are no limits to the extent of his greatness.
The LORD is gracious and compassionate.
Slow to anger and great in mercy. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Corinthians 10:14-33

14 Therefore,

my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak to sensible people; judge
for yourselves what I say. 16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a
participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation
in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for
we all share the one loaf.
18 Consider the people of Israel: Do not those who eat the sacrifices participate in
the altar? 19 Do I mean then that food sacrificed to an idol is anything, or that an idol is
anything? 20 No, but the sacrifices of pagans are oﬀered to demons, not to God, and I
do not want you to be participants with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the
Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both the Lord’s table and
the table of demons. 22 Are we trying to arouse the Lord’s jealousy? Are we stronger
than he?
23 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have
the right to do anything”—but not everything is constructive. 24 No one should seek
their own good, but the good of others.
25 Eat anything sold in the meat market without raising questions of conscience,
26 for, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.”
27 If an unbeliever invites you to a meal and you want to go, eat whatever is put
before you without raising questions of conscience. 28 But if someone says to you,
“This has been oﬀered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, both for the sake of the one who
told you and for the sake of conscience. 29 I am referring to the other person’s
conscience, not yours. For why is my freedom being judged by another’s conscience?
30 If I take part in the meal with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of
something I thank God for?
31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.
32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God—
33 even as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but
the good of many, so that they may be saved.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What does it mean to be selfish? What does it mean to be unselfish? (See
verse 24.)
For the grownups: Why does 1 Corinthians 10:31 make such a good theme passage
for our lives?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us, Honors all our human race,
You our head, who, throned in glory, For your own will ever plead:
Fill us with your love and pity; Heal our wrongs and help our need.

Bind us all as one together In your Church's sacred fold,
Weak and healthy, poor and wealthy, Sad and joyful, young and old.
Is there want or pain or sorrow? Make us all the burden share.
Are there spirits crushed and broken? Teach us, Lord, to soothe their care.
(CW492:1,3)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Let me now say in conclusion that this commandment demands not only that everyone
live chastely in thought, word, and deed in his condition, that is, especially in the estate
of matrimony, but also that everyone love and esteem the spouse given him by God.
For where conjugal chastity is to be maintained, man and wife must by all means live
together in love and harmony, that one may cherish the other from the heart and with
entire fidelity. For that is one of the principal points which enkindle love and desire of
chastity, so that, where this is found, chastity will follow as a matter of course without
any command. Therefore also St. Paul so diligently exhorts husband and wife to love
and honor one another. Here you have again a precious, yea, many and great good
works, of which you can joyfully boast, against all ecclesiastical estates, chosen
without God's Word and commandment.

