Friday July 3, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 107
Leader:
Family:

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
For his mercy endures forever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say this,
Those he redeemed from the hand of the foe,
Those he gathered from the lands, from the east and from the west,
From the north and from the south.
Whoever is wise, let him keep these things.
Let them take to heart the mercies of the LORD. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 7:1-17
7 So the men of Kiriath Jearim came and took up the ark of the Lord. They brought it to
Abinadab’s house on the hill and consecrated Eleazar his son to guard the ark of the
Lord. 2 The ark remained at Kiriath Jearim a long time—twenty years in all.
Then all the people of Israel turned back to the Lord. 3 So Samuel said to all the
Israelites, “If you are returning to the Lord with all your hearts, then rid yourselves of
the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths and commit yourselves to the Lord and serve him
only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.” 4 So the Israelites put
away their Baals and Ashtoreths, and served the Lord only.
5 Then Samuel said, “Assemble all Israel at Mizpah, and I will intercede with the
Lord for you.” 6 When they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it
out before the Lord. On that day they fasted and there they confessed, “We have
sinned against the Lord.” Now Samuel was serving as leader of Israel at Mizpah.
7 When the Philistines heard that Israel had assembled at Mizpah, the rulers of the
Philistines came up to attack them. When the Israelites heard of it, they were afraid
because of the Philistines. 8 They said to Samuel, “Do not stop crying out to the Lord
our God for us, that he may rescue us from the hand of the Philistines.” 9 Then Samuel
took a suckling lamb and sacrificed it as a whole burnt oﬀering to the Lord. He cried
out to the Lord on Israel’s behalf, and the Lord answered him.
10 While Samuel was sacrificing the burnt oﬀering, the Philistines drew near to
engage Israel in battle. But that day the Lord thundered with loud thunder against the
Philistines and threw them into such a panic that they were routed before the Israelites.
11 The men of Israel rushed out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, slaughtering
them along the way to a point below Beth Kar.
12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He named it
Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.”

13 So

the Philistines were subdued and they stopped invading Israel’s territory.
Throughout Samuel’s lifetime, the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines. 14 The
towns from Ekron to Gath that the Philistines had captured from Israel were restored to
Israel, and Israel delivered the neighboring territory from the hands of the Philistines.
And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites.
15 Samuel continued as Israel’s leader all the days of his life. 16 From year to year he
went on a circuit from Bethel to Gilgal to Mizpah, judging Israel in all those places.
17 But he always went back to Ramah, where his home was, and there he also held
court for Israel. And he built an altar there to the Lord.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: How did God protect the Israelites against the Philistines?
For the grownups: What does putting away the “Baals and Ashtoreths” to serve God
wholeheartedly look like in your life?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
All glory be to God alone,
Forevermore the highest one,
Who did our sinful race befriend
And grace and peace to us extend.
Among mankind may his good will
All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill.
(CW 262)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
*Note that the words in the video diﬀer slightly from the hymnal.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Here you can see yourself how much God is in earnest in respect to this
commandment, inasmuch as He not only declares that it is well pleasing to Him, and
that He has joy and delight therein; but also that it shall be for our prosperity and
promote our highest good; so that we may have a pleasant and agreeable life,
furnished with every good thing. Therefore also St. Paul greatly emphasizes the same
and rejoices in it when he says, Eph. 6:2-3: This is the first commandment with
promise: That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. For
although the rest also have their promises contained in them, yet in none is it so plainly
and explicitly stated.
Here, then, you have the fruit and the reward, that whoever observes this
commandment shall have happy days, fortune, and prosperity; and on the other hand,
the punishment, that whoever is disobedient shall the sooner perish, and never enjoy
life. For to have long life in the sense of the Scriptures is not only to become old, but to
have everything which belongs to long life, such as health, wife, and children,
livelihood, peace, good government, etc., without which this life can neither be enjoyed

in cheerfulness nor long endure. If, therefore, you will not obey father and mother and
submit to their discipline, then obey the hangman; if you will not obey him, then submit
to the skeleton-man, i.e., death [death the all-subduer, the teacher of wicked children].
For on this God insists peremptorily: Either if you obey Him, rendering love and service,
He will reward you abundantly with all good, or if you oﬀend Him, He will send upon
you both death and the hangman.

