Tuesday July 28, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 34
Leader:
Family:

I will bless the LORD at all times.
His praise will always be in my mouth.
Proclaim the greatness of the LORD with me,
And let us exalt his name together.
Taste and see that the LORD is good.
Blessed is everyone who takes refuge in him. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 2 Samuel 7:1-17
7 After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a house of
cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”
3 Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for
the Lord is with you.”
4 But that night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying:
5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord says: Are you the one to
build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought
the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place
with a tent as my dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever
say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why
have you not built me a house of cedar?” ’
8 “Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took
you from the pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my
people Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut oﬀ all
your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of
the greatest men on earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will
plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed.
Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and
have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also
give you rest from all your enemies.
“ ‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you:
12 When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your
oﬀspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his
kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish
the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. When
he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted
by human hands. 15 But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away

from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom will
endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’ ”
17 Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What did King David want to do for the Lord?
For the grownups: What did the Lord instead intend to do for David?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Lord Jesus Christ, the Church's head,
You are her one foundation.
In you she trusts, before you bows,
And waits for your salvation.
Built on this rock secure, Your Church shall endure
Though all the world decay And all things pass away.
Oh, hear, oh, hear us, Jesus!
(CW 536)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
In the second place, you must know also that it is not only an honorable, but also a
necessary state, and it is solemnly commanded by God that, in general, in all
conditions, men and women, who were created for it, shall be found in this estate; yet
with some exceptions (although few) whom God has especially excepted, so that they
are not fit for the married estate, or whom He has released by a high, supernatural gift
that they can maintain chastity without this estate. For where nature has its course, as
it is implanted by God, it is not possible to remain chaste without marriage. For flesh
and blood remain flesh and blood, and the natural inclination and excitement have their
course without let or hindrance, as everybody sees and feels. In order, therefore, that it
may be the more easy in some degree to avoid inchastity, God has commanded the
estate of matrimony, that everyone may have his proper portion and be satisfied
therewith; although God's grace besides is required in order that the heart also may be
pure.

