Thursday July 23, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 53
Leader:
Family:

10 I

The fool says in his heart,
“There is no God.”
There is no one who does good.
There is not even one.
Who will provide salvation for Israel from Zion?
When God restores his people, let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad!
Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Corinthians 1:10-31

appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers and sisters,
some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you.
12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”;
another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”
13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of
Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so
no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.)
17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom
and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was
pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.
22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For
the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is
stronger than human strength.
26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of
you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble
birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose

the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this
world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that
are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in
Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness,
holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in
the Lord.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: In your own words, what is the message of the cross?
For the grownups: Why is “Christ crucified” so weak and foolish and yet so powerful
and wise?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Drawn to the cross, which you have blessed
With healing gifts for souls distressed,
To find in you my life, my rest,
Christ crucified, I come.
(CW 387)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
*Note that the words in the video diﬀer slightly from the hymnal.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
But because among us there is such a shameful mess and the very dregs of all vice
and lewdness, this commandment is directed also against all manner of unchastity,
whatever it may be called; and not only is the external act forbidden, but also every
kind of cause, incitement, and means, so that the heart, the lips, and the whole body
may be chaste and aﬀord no opportunity, help, or persuasion to inchastity. And not
only this, but that we also make resistance, aﬀord protection and rescue wherever
there is danger and need; and again, that we give help and counsel, so as to maintain
our neighbor's honor. For whenever you omit this when you could make resistance, or
connive at it as if it did not concern you, you are as truly guilty as the one perpetrating
the deed. Thus, to state it in the briefest manner, there is required this much, that
everyone both live chastely himself and help his neighbor do the same, so that God by
this commandment wishes to hedge round about and protect [as with a rampart] every
spouse that no one trespass against them.

