Monday July 20, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 90
Leader:
Family:

Lord, you have been our dwelling place
Throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born, before you gave birth to the earth and the
world,
From eternity to eternity you are God.
Teach us to number our days in such a way
That we bring a heart of wisdom. Amen.

Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 26:1-25
26 The Ziphites went to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Is not David hiding on the hill of
Hakilah, which faces Jeshimon?”
2 So Saul went down to the Desert of Ziph, with his three thousand select Israelite
troops, to search there for David. 3 Saul made his camp beside the road on the hill of
Hakilah facing Jeshimon, but David stayed in the wilderness. When he saw that Saul
had followed him there, 4 he sent out scouts and learned that Saul had definitely
arrived.
5 Then David set out and went to the place where Saul had camped. He saw where
Saul and Abner son of Ner, the commander of the army, had lain down. Saul was lying
inside the camp, with the army encamped around him.
6 David then asked Ahimelek the Hittite and Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother,
“Who will go down into the camp with me to Saul?”
“I’ll go with you,” said Abishai.
7 So David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, lying asleep
inside the camp with his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the
soldiers were lying around him.
8 Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now
let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of the spear; I won’t strike him twice.”
9 But David said to Abishai, “Don’t destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the Lord’s
anointed and be guiltless? 10 As surely as the Lord lives,” he said, “the Lord himself will
strike him, or his time will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish.
11 But the Lord forbid that I should lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed. Now get the
spear and water jug that are near his head, and let’s go.”
12 So David took the spear and water jug near Saul’s head, and they left. No one
saw or knew about it, nor did anyone wake up. They were all sleeping, because the
Lord had put them into a deep sleep.

13 Then

David crossed over to the other side and stood on top of the hill some
distance away; there was a wide space between them. 14 He called out to the army and
to Abner son of Ner, “Aren’t you going to answer me, Abner?”
Abner replied, “Who are you who calls to the king?”
15 David said, “You’re a man, aren’t you? And who is like you in Israel? Why didn’t
you guard your lord the king? Someone came to destroy your lord the king. 16 What you
have done is not good. As surely as the Lord lives, you and your men must die,
because you did not guard your master, the Lord’s anointed. Look around you. Where
are the king’s spear and water jug that were near his head?”
17 Saul recognized David’s voice and said, “Is that your voice, David my son?”
David replied, “Yes it is, my lord the king.” 18 And he added, “Why is my lord
pursuing his servant? What have I done, and what wrong am I guilty of? 19 Now let my
lord the king listen to his servant’s words. If the Lord has incited you against me, then
may he accept an oﬀering. If, however, people have done it, may they be cursed before
the Lord! They have driven me today from my share in the Lord’s inheritance and have
said, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ 20 Now do not let my blood fall to the ground far from the
presence of the Lord. The king of Israel has come out to look for a flea—as one hunts a
partridge in the mountains.”
21 Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Come back, David my son. Because you
considered my life precious today, I will not try to harm you again. Surely I have acted
like a fool and have been terribly wrong.”
22 “Here is the king’s spear,” David answered. “Let one of your young men come
over and get it. 23 The Lord rewards everyone for their righteousness and faithfulness.
The Lord delivered you into my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the Lord’s
anointed. 24 As surely as I valued your life today, so may the Lord value my life and
deliver me from all trouble.”
25 Then Saul said to David, “May you be blessed, David my son; you will do great
things and surely triumph.”
So David went on his way, and Saul returned home.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What two items did David and his men take from King Saul while he was
sleeping?
For the grownups: What was David trying to prove to King Saul by not killing him when
he had the chance?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin

and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Children of the heav'nly Father
Safely in his bosom gather;
Nestling bird or star in heaven
Such a refuge ne'er was given.
(CW 449)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Therefore it is God's ultimate purpose that we suﬀer harm to befall no man, but show
him all good and love; and, as we have said, it is specially directed toward those who

are our enemies. For to do good to our friends is but an ordinary heathen virtue, as
Christ says Matt. 5:46.
Here we have again the Word of God whereby He would encourage and urge us to true
noble and sublime works, as gentleness, patience, and, in short, love and kindness to
our enemies, and would ever remind us to reflect upon the First Commandment, that
He is our God, that is, that He will help, assist, and protect us, in order that He may
thus quench the desire of revenge in us.

